my 


THe © 
SECOND PART 


OF THE 


ESSAY 


Shewing the 


REASONABLENESS 


r 
'D OCTRINE 
Of the Holy and Undivided | 


TRINITY. 


WHEREIN 


he Ever Bleſſed TRINITY is plainly and 


briefly explicated according to the Scrip- 
ture and that ESSAY. 


and the VITALITIES or PERSONS f in it 
|: are far rther 4 Aſſerted and Maintained. 


by EAASMUS WAKKEN, Rector of 
Worlington in Suffol . 


have — concealed thy Truth from the great cee. 
lation, Pſal. 40. 10. | 


3x LONDON 


Printed b 7. H. for Henry and George Mortlock, at * 
Keke in St. Paul 8 Church. yard, I 


2 — 
— 


710. 
n 


* —_— 
. 


— 


2 


K r =o 


2 


<0 „ 


4 


„ „„ In 


ane 


£ 
1 
x 
\ 
b 


Es + 
OC 4 
ce 
a As 
4 Cy 
. 
25 
- a. * 
1 7 
8 - }J * * 
: - . oy &. . 
me — 
4 " 
* * [ 


44 2 


4 

* 

1 

0 * 
* * 

| 
* 


* 
* 
24 


* 
, rte 0 — 447 qv , 7 
x 2 ht nd z , 4 | 0 | - " a4 
' . - 
re Te Ne 
| . 
$ #' id . 2 
1 i 1 * 1 / 
ry oc 4 » | 
( 105 W — 4 wy W = 
” * 
A 2 o 
1 
5 VE II V. 
* 
„ — * — a 
% 
* , = # 4 * 
" { * x * \ : * 
7 TY - * ' F - — = 
LE bs 
2 — — 122 , 
"_ - 
N 
» F g * 
* 
/ * 
L * 
k * 4+ Py 7% 1 i | 
3 1 © „ N 
' 9 
] « 1 N 4 S . D 
| 1 a „ - * 
— % 4 S 11 
6 
I non — —— —— —— — — —W— — 2 


C a a » 
"1 . 4 
> Fee? ++ 1 2 
| 1 : 
* 363% ͤ „% 
#7 v * 
„ 80 n . 
+ | 
N Li 
2 CY 
— 
F . 
N 
# a * p ms 
* 
2 * 
* 
92 
1 * 
"a „ 
- - wa - 


C57 2504 bn: © 


Pan Fa EY": 
+ 1d 181 546 


* 
6 


* 1 th, ) » 
1 " J ot ml * "1 1 - 5 
F -&: wi i 1 


n 1 (| \ 1642 bs, nee 
ANY © 20} 14 * v3 IQ& IT J ee * « 


SS. 


bY EF . Bos ie Bing 1 

, DICE end NM. Jein. 
£6 he i i 8 — = . * — 
11.4 A 11 201 * W 0 N 0 \ * 


Sed FX F E . wog 5 
e J 55 O e Ri A 


bay E F A * E. 


I. 


22 
4111 oi; 1 DOUSEIIGEt v0 
IA ing in my late Ehe Hadi 
Nom Hypethefis rauching the 
JU TRINITY brad Pi ſtopped 
5 ums at attempuba to explain It 
e full wurror dings. to the ſame; it 
br have been fe fete that the 
darn Mere lain mus too meu to 
the Heiglit of ſucle g duperſtructure. 
e therefore to abviate-or prevent that 
icion hade * . to give 
. more formal and dldar Explication 

the TRINITY}: pon the Principle 
VITAEITIES.'\ And this I. hade 
e with al PIainneſs and Brevity, - - 
or can T'deny that Thad god Ef- 
agement to the Work. 70-1 ſpeak 
ithout Vanity, (which ſuits neither 
lunction nor Age) that ſeveral Re- 
A 2 werend 


ili 


iv 


ꝛerend and Learned Divines, either I ft 


repen of. preparing the Med cinell 


The PREFACE. 


Letters, or in Diſcourſe with me, 1d *| 
not only approv d of the VITALIT] 160 
I go upon ; but moreover have ble 12 : 
GOD that they ever livd to ſee | = 
brought to light. 1 wir hal decla 
That my Eſſay is a rational and fal 
factory Explication of the TRIN 
United. Ava -if\rbe. Firſt Part q 
could afford ſomeiligbr to fuck in i 
tion to that Grand Article I hope 
Second ill yield more, Fade Jl - 
Jet tos others and I heartify: wi 
ddr Ia NY 299 IQ * 
Hud truly could: any be forhappys 
diſcouer the | genuine Nocion' ff 
mhich might ＋ ſatisfy the dcn 
tous and Erronedus; and proꝝue an 
ing Salve to thdſe\p7 tiable Sores of | 
aniſm, . Socmianiſm; i'Deiſm, | 
which'are commonly. bred\ frum Mil ; 
ceptions of GD, an want of a" 
I oof the TRINITY: they never i, 


h it. 


Ine 


The PREFACE. 
1 ſinterel, y profeſs, that I mm no Friend 
Felt conceit, 70 Lover of Contro- 


, 20 Aamirer of Novelty, eſpe- 


ly in Religion * and therefore my 
nis here engaged upon no ſuch vain 
faulty Account. My Deſign is a 
uy indiſpenſable ; as being to vin⸗ 
fate the moſt Glozious 
ruth, by ſtriving to explain 
A Truth of "fot and greateſt 
portante ; and tho it is too little un- 
ſtood; yet ſeems to be ſo intelligi- 
ein-grofs, as that we may eaſily at- 
12 General Knowledge of it. And 
to know our ſelyes throughly, 


Vor own Frame In all Particulars; 


wt only quite beyond, but much a- 
ne our beſt Capacity. And then for 
moſt Learned to aim at an exact, 
endeavour a curious Deſcription 0 
TRINITY ;  wuft. be but 10 — 
ir own Raſhneſs and Folly, 


Ys for the School men, TI know, 1 


e ſwim againſt the Stream of thoſe 
ters. But Tappeal to the Wife, if 
te not needful (if fecible) 10 bring 


3 in 


The PREFAQCE. 
in a clearer Motion vf the TRINITK i 
were it only to ſtem the Tide, of . 
Hipperies, which here comes in wifſabb 
an Eddy. With, a violent. Eddy irie 
runs ſo bigh, as inſtead of, imformiſ ing 
to drown: a Common Tiuderfſ em 
ings: and to bear down-thoſe;of Wou!s 
higheſt Pitch with the rapid Streamer 
phanſy d Myſtery ; | inftead of a lin 
Floud of ſober Yenowledge. For ili cap 
they \ ſpeak muth of \the ERINIM 1 
what 1549 \ ſay, as but dim, and. mi res 
and cryptick Nor is their PhiloſorWio 
of 'a better Strain for its part, Ie n 
theſn Divinity. It ſeems 10 be.of rt 
ſane Stamp, and every mhit as cf th 
as that. Witneſs:that inſigni irunt W's t 
2 prece f meer Cant! or per hey | 
Gibberiſh.) whereby they . expreſs (ewe 
Non 5. Reſidence in the Body; thaffſeiry, 
is tota in toto, & totaſ in quali lia 
parte; the Whole of it in hen 
Whole Body, and the whole in e. Pool 
part of it. Accdmdimg to which thefores 
tere Soul muſt be as much iu the Ii Lear 
abe Liule Finger, tr in abvtten Tod fl 


The PREFACE 


ibber, inſtead of Truth or Senſe, ex- 
eien proves: for cut off a Little 
ginger, of dam a Tooth, and the Scul 
mains in the Body ſtill; and how then 
ld jhe'be ole in every part of it ? 
fo} hal her whole Eſſence been in the 
Wop of that Finger, how could it have 

a d being cut off withit* And yet 
the fame time, and by the true Mea- 
les of that Aphoriſm, after Amputa- 


i whole Soul that was in each of them, 
uſt ſtill remain whole in every part 
{ the Reſidue of that Body. I. he Say- 
ng therefore is a ſpeciminal Proof that 
hey were better pleas d with light ob. 
cure Gingles, and delighted more -in 
2 2 frothy Fancies ; than in ſerious and 


hen I conſider other Paſla ges in their 
Pool, I'm fit to call them Præſtigia- 
ſores Literarios, 4 ſort of Jugglers in 
Ti Learning. For thoughthey do not things 
oy feight of hand, yet they do them 
A 4 much 


6 in the' whole Body, or any part of 
„ Aud that this is pure Philoſophick, 


ion o ſeveral Members of the Body, 


lid or wife and clear Theorems, . And 


Vil 


viii 


dies, for reſin d and myſticł Doctrine 


by theſe (as other Cozeners do by A 


'caſt ſuch a Miſt before Nen; as 
blind their Eyes, and ſtifle their Undeſh 


4 Rout of the aforeſaid Diviſions an 
Diſlinttions, as might ſeem ſufficient i 


* The PRE FAC E. 
mach by Turn of Wit; and miſeralllob . 


gull and deceive their Readers (if th if 1 
be not wary) by a kind of Speculatialy aw, 
| Legerdemain. And truly when theIng tha 
nious not us d to them, ſet themſelves r long 


converſe with their Writings ; tus mdſþciio; 
ny to one but by their odd, not to ſa H : 
barbarous Terms; by their nice and ſuf: 
til Definitions; together with the num 
rous Clans of their noiſy Diviſions, an 
clattering Diſtinctions; their Minds vii 
be ſo ruffled and diſturb d, if not 
ſtrated: as to be ready to be impos 
upon by wily tho weak Deluſions. A 


and Trick) they raiſe ſuch 4 Duſt, 4 
ſtandings, that they are fit to take the 
ſublimated and diſguis d Extravaga 
when they are but enigmatical and co to « 


luſive Fancies. x +0 
Nay, ſometimes they bring in ſu 


Mol 


The PRE FA CE: 


a ob the Truth, tho they meant it not. 


I their tumultuary Noi ſe drives her 


away, ſhe's often loft in the crowds 


that Rabble ; and the Queſtion, af- 


s e debate, comes at laſt to no clear 
mageci/r0n- ; 

It is a known and true Saying, 
Puyns 12TC 9G Ta ved 27 Learning 


ut then by ſtraining it too far in a 
ing way, the Schoolmen turn it into 


t painful, they render it uſeleſs. 
1 3 too elaborate Curiouſneſs, 
y ſpin it all out, as it were, into 
1 ie ; their Works may be compar d 
Spider's Webs, which though they be 
br,, very fine, are yet 800 ey — 
a, of no profit. 
Irbe es of the Learned are nom ſo 
n, that they clearly ſee this, and be- 
to complain aloud of it. Witneſs 
e of the Lutheran Churches in Ger- 


plicity 


the Phyſician of the Soul or Mind. 


kind of Diſeaſe. Or if they make it 


ix - 


any &, who declare, That the crab- + vis. 


Hallenſ. 
Notions, and airy Diſtinctions of An: 


Pool Divinity, whereby che Sim 3 242. 


X 


oh $a. 
:3631ish \ 


en upon me, in reading and 'confinuth: 
ng ſome of their Expreſſions. Tot 2h 


The PREFACE. 
plicity of the Chriſtian Doctrine H ord 
been all along confounded and adi 
terated, have been turn d out of ſonfom 
Colleges And that the ſuperfic hun 


way of Philoſophizing, together wi Hail. 


Ariftotle's Heatheniſh Traſh, has H 4 
gun to loſe its Credit in ſorfl tic 
Schools. r -, 17 
Ido not deny but I have heard (off ſos 
cry up theſe Writers, for Great Men iges 


their way. But then I could not Who: 


anſwer, that in | many C aſes they n 
greatly out of the way; and 1 
none ever handled” Great and Hiictair 
Matters in à mcaner way than i mite 
And this, I think," is but too appaſbere 
in their Treatiſes of the HOLY IHpini. 
NITY. For ſtriving to exhibit it aper 
their way, they have not only deliveſi 
tr1 fling and jejune; but very inconpri gr 
and abſurd things of It. Inſomuch ij 
GOD only knows what Coldneſs, Ho 
and Diſpoſition to Trembling have 


0-487 


hey ſhould obrruds ſuth fluff upon 
WW? 210 1 Wi 


The PREF AGE. 

nid, as: laudablè Explanation not 
uy of 4 Myſtery: roma gagoro, given 
om GOD; but: eden as a true Ac- 
unt of the Bleſſed. GOD Himſelf. The 
uilt they are churg d with in this Point, 
Indeed I am ſenſible, that I am not 
Alone here, but that what I offer 25 
ſome meaſure newer yet that diſcou- 


enges not, nor do\T fee any Reaſon why 
19 honlat For though Te A N x2elale, 


4 Nule in the Sixth Canon of the 
icene Council; Let old things be 
ttaned; and muy be good, if well 
mited, as to Cuſtoms, or Manners, 


pinions of Men, it extends nos ſo 
roper/ „, nor is it to be ſtrictly and u 
werſally\kept ta. Hertinacious adhe- 
gr Antiquity in ſome Caſes, may 
5 as\calfiable, as excefſrve Affeftation 
of Nowelty. For there are ancient Er- 
ve Mors, as well as flanding authentick 
nſirutbs. Hnd therefore to fear and ſhun 
only 11 things that are. new, becauſe they 
pore . fo;;' may be of very ill Conſequence. 


4 


0 Had 


there ſpolen of:) get to Doctrines, or 


xX 


xĩi 


theſes, and Experiments ; we hall 


The PREFACE. 
Had we kept to Old Opinions, Hypc 


never been ſo happy. as now we are iff 
new Theological, Philoſophick; an “ 
Mechanical Improvements. . +. \\\ i 

Beſides, Knowledge in its Acme 
or full growth, was ſo far \from bein 
ſettled upon the Ancients; that it ſeen 
rather to be reſerved for, i, not entail 
apon thoſe of the latter Age of t 
World. To this purpoſe: à memorabf 
Word is dropt by the Prophet, Dan. 1 
4. ſignifying vp h, the time of th 
end, to be the ſpecial Juncture tor Ac 
vancing it. For then it is, we af 
there told, that many hall run to an. 
fro, and Knowledge ſhall be «Fl 
creasd.” wow', they ſhall run hithq 
and thither; at in local, \bodily M 
tion only \ but, as. the Nord implieſi 
in way of Speculation and Diſquiſitioſ . 
And while Men run to and fro in 1 
Senſe, in way of Search and Enqui 
of Diſcourſe aud Diſpute; and diſc”? 
and debate things pro and con : Tru ; 
yOu be found out, and Knwled ge 4 4 


The PREFACE. 

raiſed. to am higher Piich. dnd a 
Matte Prediflion of the e fing 
, we hade in Iſa. 1 1. 9. The Earth 
e be full of the Knowledge of 
e LORD, as the Waters cover the 
2 A muh 40 70 ſch, Divine Know- 
Wee | [Ball theube as pleutiſul as Ma- 
ö \Sears Aud when it becomes 


| copious. and exuberunt; ay may it 
ut reach to GOD Himſelf? And tho 


Micit Prophecy of a clearer Diſcovery 
His Nature then to be made, as it 
4 Bleſſed TRINITY in UNITY : 
t when I conſider how improper that 
count of the HOLY TRINITY zs, 
With which at preſent Men take up, and 
wdiſagreeable to GOD s infinitely glo- 
0s MAJESTY : , I cannot but wiſh, 
bat they who are moſt truly Religions 
1d Learned would ſeek for a better; 
Ws hoping that by their pious Endeauours 
may ſooner or later be found. I have 
Wore my little; and oh that it could 
ale been a thouſand times more! But 
j ch as the ſlender Eſſay is, with pro- 
. 


do not ſay the Words are a dire and 


X1li 


x1V The PREFACE. 
foundeſt Humility au fmcerefÞ Intell 

tion 70 promate It Hohour, 1 vifer- 1 
to the Acceptance: and graciobe Be 
f the "Eternal Th IA D. 1176 
Productonot oni) GH thoughtful, } 
anxious ind; nur h diſſati yd an 
afflidted 10 ſee the AEMICTIT T 
meanty\ accounted of, an deb, 
a" Way" GEE of Himſelfus \\0) 
dat Va F Ke Qu) d ads 
en Pet d n W. n N von 0 
=_- 0 (993 » U e will 
. a um on nads 18H. WA 
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28 Ar 1 ER of the, Doftrine 
1 of the HOL. TRINITY, | being 
bew d int the Firſt Part of my 
0%; I ſhall now advance a little 
ber. So far, as upon the Grounds of 
ed Kripture, and from what occurs in 
9 —5 Pandect of Revealed 1 
& in as clear an Explication of the Bl eſ- 
AD as I. 2 raiſe from thence, ac- 
hive to the Tenour of the Eſſay. And 
ten here 1 go in an Waden Path, if 1 
uld, any where {lip or ſtep amiſs, I hope 
did Wader will judge favourably of it. 
The Great Difficulty will be, to make out 
WAINITY in . UNITY. To ſhew how 
THREE who are All GOD, are yet 
One GOD in all. And before I ſet up- 
* out This, (which i is the Glori- 
ous 


A brief Explication of 
ous but Weighty Task; ) I premiſe as f MN 
lows. | | "EM | | abjt 
rf}. Though the Inſpired Volume giviffltat i 
many and plain Proofs of a TRINITYIOD 1 
yet withal it is ſparizg in diſcovering riftis 
Nature. As if it intended not exactly 
deſcribe, or to unveil it perfectly; but 
ther to leave it to be ſearched out by 
ſo far as It is knowable; in way of diligelition 
and modeſt Enquiry. And therefore if 
conſulting, and pious conſidering what tld l 
Sacred Writings ſay touching It, we ean g 
but 4 lower, and in any meaſure à H igiot 
Knowledge of It; we ſhould chearfully ta 
up, and acquieſce contentedly in that moc 
rate Attdinment. : 
But then conſidering, 2413. That the 0 
ſpe! was fitted and defign'd for the Cox 
ſe of Chriſtians, and that they in Gene 
were to be illiterate, and unable to divei 
deep things; we may juſtly preſume tl 
Heaven would not charge the vnlgar Fr 
with a main Article too hard to be com 
tently underſtood. Eſpecially when Gi 
commands the Body, or whole Community 
Believers, Tdvlz %ound2le, try all thin: 
(by enjoining one Church to do it) 1 I. 
5. 21. For if all things, and fo chiefly 
the Credenda, or neceſſary Articles of 
Belief, may be brought to the Teſt of or! 
ary Chriſtians Judgment, indu'd with a 
degree of good Underſtanding : We ha and 
grounds to hope that the Doctrine = ogich 


* 


tbe HOLY TRINITY. 


INITY, a choice Fundimentel, may be 


( abſiruſe than it is commonly reported. 
lbat is, in ſhort, we may conceive. that 
o ſeems to expect, that even ordinary 
riltians, by the Enjoyment and Uſe of 
„non Helps that His Providence affords ;. 
by being well Catechiz d; by peruſing 
Scriptare with plain Conimetits, or Ex- 
dong 3 and by meet Attendance to puh- 
and private Mis terial Inſtructions ) 
ud be able to attain to a laudable Capa- 
of underſtanding the Principles of theit 


3 


. 


k 


dWigion 5 and conſequently of being tolera- 


tf acquainted with, and of gaining a like 
nod ht into the Nature of the HOLY TRE. 
Fr. For Thet is ove of thoſe Principles 
e but may well be eſteemd the very 
FF; it being that into the Belief of which. 
ene muſt be Baptixed, by the authoritative. 
eil hointment of the Almighty Inſtituter of 
e thitianity, And for Him to command 


Fu proſelytes Founzfew, to e amine, ſearch, 


-omWry what is not intelligible; would be to 
pon which Premiſſes I am almoſt ready 
ie this Concluſion; That if the Doctrine 
he TRINITY be 4 gloomy. and knotty, 
tery, we our ſelves haue help'd to make it 
indiſcreet darkning and perplexing it. I 
of oF, by empty Schemes of School - Divinity, 
ith al 


of Mogick. For ſuch quaint and fine Subtit- 
Tt _ ate 


d 


ties 


id with Metaphyſical Terms and Noti: | 
e ha and cronded and ſtuff d with Niceties 


4 Brief Explication of. _ 


7 
. 


Quicting theſe therefore, and throwing the 


n the 
rept; 
) the 


be 


Fi, The True GOD is a SPIRIT. 


g a f 3 PF the 
Next, We muſt know, That in this Mkhird 
fect 'SPIRIT thete are THREE. Three e 
poſtaſes, ſays the Greek Church: IIe! 
PERSONS, ſay > the, Latin one. DiftenÞ® this 
Words, but they ſpeak and mean the f Leach; 

d - <1 4 


thi 


the HOLY TRINITY. 


thing. For it we have Heſychiuss Authori- 
u, who makes them Terms ſynonymous ; 
and as poſitively as compendiouſly affirms, 
Totraow, less: an Hypoſtaſes is a Perſon. 
ad then our Church, in Her Articles and Ca- 
; and in Her Liturgy 


laf | 


and Homilies, owns 
hat They are Perſors. And which is more, 
ur Law determines Them to be the ſame, 
nd ſtrictly injoins us under Pexalties not to 
Weny their being ſuch. Touching their 
Nomenclature therefore I make no doubt, 
jor do I raiſe the leaſt diſpute. Not as be- 
g born down or over-aw/d/by Authority; 
hut as believing the Notion of PERSONS 
1 the TRINITY to be moſt proper and or- 
hodox. And I can't but ſay, it is Satisfa- 
tion to me, that as to ownine PERSONS 
nthe GODHEAD, I am not only in the 
cripture's Direction; where moſt that I ſpeak 
the high Point in hand, is plainly aſſert- 
d; and whence all that I alledge may be 
nferr d or proved: but that moreover I 
ue our incomparable Church, and: the 
-Wholeſome Laws of that excellent Govern- 
ent on my fide, under which we ſo happi- 
live. 1 1 7 FOE 1. 

The Statute I particularly point at, is that 
f the Ninth and Tenth of King William the 
Third ; where it is thus Enacted. That ſuch 


Perſons as having been educated in, or having 


Tiifeade Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religiqn with- 
;fferfſÞ* this Realm, and ſhall by Writing, Printing, 


eaching, or adviſed Speaking, deny any One 
2 of 


6 


A Brief Explication ß 
of the PERSONS in the HOLY TRIN 
to be GOD, or ſhall. aſſert or maintain the Firl 
are more GODS than One, or ſhall deny HRT 
Chriftian Religion to be true, or the Holy Scrger. 
ptares of the Old and New Teſtament to be IJ ſpec 
Divine Authority, and be thereof lawfully cohutte1 
vicled, ſhall for the firſt Offence be incapable Ind th 
hold or enjoy an Offices or Employments ERL 
cleſtaſtical, Civil, or Military, or any part ¶ Pſolu 
them, or Profit by them: and the Offices, P rauſ 
ces, and Employments enjoyed by ſuch Perſoiverl; 
at their ConviG1on ſhall be void. And beingWmn)lic 
fecond time convicted of any of the . aforeſalih oth 
Crimes, ſhall be diſabled to ſue, proſecute, pled wha 
or uſe any Action or Information in Law or Wſtnce 
quiiy, or be Guardian of any Child, or Exet | 
tor or Adminiſtrator of any Perſon, or capabiptu 
of any Legacy or Deed of Gift, or to bear u that 
Office Civil or Military, or Benefice Eccleſiaſſſſe F 4 
cal for | ever, within this Realm, and Os 
ſuffer three Tears Impriſonment, from the tiniſſior 
of ſach Conviction, without Bail or MainpriWoſcly 

But from this (which if. it be a Digreſſſ it 
on, muſt be allow'd to be proper and neec 
ful); gow einm. 

And here two material Queſtions. are Muſt 
be propos d and anſwer c. 

It, By what Means the PERSONS ieref; 
the DEITY can be Three, when GOD 
but One? | 185 n 

_ 2dly, How They can be but One 604 
when They are Three diſtinct PERSONS 


Firl 


[ 
the 
'y t 
Ser 
be | 


CC 


* cbe HOLY. TRINITY. 
Firſt, By what means are the PERSONS there 
HREE, ls GOD js but ONE? I an- 


That the Divine Subſtance ſhould be 
|  ſpecify'd or diverſify'd by its naked Self, 


utterly impoſſible. For That being one 
Wd the fame throughout the pureft Infinite 
PRIT, It muſt in It (elf always remain 


folutely Tdentick : and for this Reaſon. 
cauſe from Its fixt immutable Similarity no 


liverſification can ever reſult ; Its natural 


wplicity being as pere for its part, as a- 
other divine Property. And therefore 


ber is not ſtrictly the very Subſtance or 


ſence of the GODHEAD, this Diftin@ion 
uſt be wrought. - And as according to 
ipture, there are Three in the DEITY, fo 
that expreſly informs us, They are theſe, 
e FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY 
HOST. For when the Apoſtles were com- 


"Wiſlon'd by the Meſſzah, and ordered to 
oſelyte all Nations; He appointed them to 
Wo it by Baptizin chem eig Spo, into the 


— the EAT ER, and of the SON and 
the LTH. St. Mat. 28. 19. Now we 


ut remember, that wc, Name, in the 


cred Dialect, f gnifies Perſon as well. And 


| lerefore LAG. 9 2TWN, the Multi tudle of 


er, Acts 1. 15. is put for the Company of 
ſons there, which were an hundred and 
vent y. And then to be Ba ptized into the 
ame ofthe FATHER, and ON, and HOLY 
HOST ; is to be devoted to Their PER- 
ONS, and to Their Seruice. | 
1 And 


8 A4 Brief Explication of 


And truly to Baptize into meer Name ö 


conſiſting of Letters and Syllables, whe 


Baptiſm is one of the moſt uſeful and ven 
ble Solemnities of the beſt Religion that 


ver came from Heaven; muſt needs be a y; 
ry trifling Practice, and as vain and unac 
countable a piece of Pageantry. And ſot 
make our Baptiſm to be even a reaſon 


\ (were it no Religious Duty) it muſt includ 


ſomething of an higher Nature and Impo 
+ Dy, tance. And therefore a Learned *. Writs 
Lightſoot. well obſerves) that to be Baptized in tt 


Name of thoſe THREE; is ad cul tum conWMled: | 


crars ; to be conſecrated to their Worſhip. At 


accordingly our Church inſtrufs us in h | 
Plou 


s Catechiſm, that the Baptix d ate bon 


te belleve and to do as was promiſed fil 


them in their Baptiſm. A fair Intimati 
that in her valuable Judgment, Faith ar 


Obedience from us are due to thoſe to who 
by Baptiſm we were dedicated. And as cle i 


a Proof it is, that the FATHER, the SO 
and the HOLY GHOST, are not Thee 
Names only, but Three Object of Religio 


Service, And That plainly ſhews Their in 


comparable Perfections, and real DIVINIT! 
in that They are qualified for higheſt Hc 
nours. Qualified for our utmoſt Adoratio! 
by Their being moſt worthy of them, an 
every way fit to receive the ſame, 

But ſtil] here the great Queſtion will be, 
what means come theſe THREE to be in tt 
DEITT< I anſwer; By virtue of the Prin: 

1 


the HOLY- TRINITY. 


ple, or Perfetion' of INFINITE LIFE there.' 
1 was noted Ae 600 is a SPIRIT in- 
fnitely ble © And as in Him there are 
eng nl poffible Glbrięs to the higheſt ee; 
Jo the nobleſt of Them is DIVINE IPE, 
ind from Tat the àdorabie THREE riſe. 
To make out which, we muſt conſider; that 
LIFE 1s the mot be, ATA thi in 
the whole World. nd/as it is the chief 
ring of Som lneout Motion, (which thete- 
fore ũ p Extiiiction of Lif: every, where 
ceaſeth ;) fo where-ever it dwells, according 
| by its ref ſpeRtive Kind, or Degree, 1 is ated: 
ed with admirable Force Ly Operation. A 
for inftatice, with Vegetation in Plants; 
brutes with Senſation ; and in us with Nes 
c ſon, 'and Power to aſe it ſyperadded to both 
W the other. And where Reaſon in Angel. ri- 
ſes higher, and —_ brighter than in Mer; 
dieter degrees of Life 180 are poſſeſs d by 
them in their ſeveral Orders. And therefore 
in GOD; who has infinite Divine LIFE, it 
muſt be accompany'd with the like Wiſ- 
dom, and with equal Knowledge, and with 
all intelleFhal Excellencies . For 
as accretive Motion cant be parted from Life 
in Plants, and Minerals while they grow; 
HE nor Sei / Motion and Senſe, from Brute; nar 
tio that Motion, Senſe, and Reaſon, from Men 
any and Angels reſpectively, while they live: no 
more can Iumenſe Reaſon from the Eternal 
, GODHEAD. Nay, there being Infinite LIF ES 
FH there, Infinite Intelligence can no more be ſe- 
my. B4  parated 


1 A Brief Explication of. 
parated from Them; than Heat can be frou Tue 
Fire while it burns, or Light from the Sufi Th 
while it ſhines. wo Tire ang 1 diſ 

And I cannot but obſerve farther touchin l four 
u in this State, that whereygyer it reſts vill: 
contains #wo »otable Powers in itt 
i The One Fropagative. 100 of 
KW .And the other Spirative. 2011 21 9 
Inſomuch that the meaneſt Iaſlti, and ſor 
, Tieſt Weeds ſeem, to be remarkable in theifin 
Kinds upon theſe Accounts, though the 
bear the very part Signatures of Life. 
But then this Propagative Pomer being | 
niverſally.iz, and natural zo. IIS, and. to all 
Plants, and Living Creatures about-us ; and 
this Spirative Power being as proper to al 
Animals at once: they may poſſibly poin 
at Things moſt ppigh and Wonderful. Fori 
our World of LIFE, according to the noble 
Platonick Hypotheſis (which the Primitive 
Fathers generally admir'd) be &1vnzo, a Re- 
ſemblance of that above, as made anſwerably 

- SKY de to it 3 or if (to uſe P hilo's Word) * X 

Mund. "Eixiva, ©EOT. Jelurdbn, it be formed after 
Opif. the Likeneſs of GOD : we may well think 
that even in His DIVINE LIFE there may 
be ſomething analogous to the Life in and 
about our ſelpes ʒ tho it be moſt tranſcendent- 

ly above it. e bee 
And by the way, let none think it diſ- 
paraging to Theological Truths to fall in with 
good Philoſophy ; and great Plato's we know 
was ſo very excellent, that it gain d 12 
| the 


the HOLY TRINITY. 11 


nll} Title of O, or Divine. And I muſt i 
ul, That True Philoſophy is ſo very far 0 
m diſgracing Theories in Divinity, where 
$ fourid in Conjunction with them; that 
vill rather much imbelliſh them; and up- 
occaſion will not only maintain, but e- 
promote Purity in Religion. Had. ſuch 
loſophy flouriſh'd with , and ſhin d 
vith its genuine Luſtre and Influence; the 
neful Error of Tranſubſtautiatiom had ne- 
been clapt upon the Weſtern, Church; 
could it have ſtack ſo claſe, nor yet fo 


to ĩit. Though it can't be deny d, but 
al vid and cloudy Explication which Scho- 


[1 
111% 


ck Doors gave of the TRINITY, 
alla to countenance and ſupport that ex- 
ointWoant Tenet. For Men being inur'd and 
or i reconcil'd to what the Fanciful taught 
obleFerning the TRINITY ; they were there- 
tive ſhos's. or rather throughly prepar'd to 
Re- e what they ſaid of the other Article. 
ablyſ therefore upon all occafional Diſputes 
x47 Wt it, the Doctrine of the TRINITY Was 
after Wy brought in to ratify and confirm That 
bink ranſubſtantiation, Though it was cer- 
may q ſo very ſtrange in it ſelf, and likewiſe 
and Wed with ſuch unreaſonable Conſequen- 
lent- What it would really puzzle a Set of the 
et and ſharpeſt Wits, to invent any 
diſ· N more monſtrous and abſurd;' i 


ith Ito return from this Nigreſſion (which 
now e, is not wholly improper or uſeleſs 5 
him Ie this Obſervation, That Life in our 

the World 
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World being extremely Operative; The I. 
of GOD which it Infinite, and ſo infnil het 
Energetich ; by the Superlative Exceſs of Wl 
immenſe Energy, may naturally, and in a 1 
of Ptopagative (I had almoſt ſaid protififs 5 
wap, diſpand it ſelf by inconceivable Ori 1. 
tion. "And then Generation here im 
FATHER and SON, and ſo we have er 
of the aforeſaid PERSONS of the HP * 
TRIAD ſet fairly in view. For the N. 
Father, contains Peternity in it, and afſii e- 
to the Fit in the TRINITY : And He o 
Himſelf: related to the Second accordie w 
by calling Him, sey Son, as the Scriptu Ile 2 
ſtifies z Thou art ry Son, Heb. 5. 5. WM". © 
then the Name, Son compriſes Filiation © 4 
faſtens that as well upon the Second; 
He again as fairly recognizes His anf 
ble Correlation to the Firſt, by calling 
my Faher, above Sixty times in theHIHEI 
Nor is G00 a bare Titular FA re?! 
nor CHRIST His meer Titular SN con 
theſe relative Titles ſurely imply tha 
AT which is the proper Ground, an" P. 
only true Cauſe or Source of thoſe e 
Relations ; namely, Begetting. And 7 4*t 


the Scripture vouches to be done in th e bein 


ry Cafe.” For in Heb: 1. 5. the FA 
plainly tells the SON, I BegotterſÞal or 
Which though it may typically rel: ble | 
David, as a Son of GOD's ; yet thch a 
themſelves interpret it of the Meſſiab * 
z; 


the HOLY TRINITY. by 
beer Senſe. ' And however it is apply'd to 

als T's ReſurreFion,' Ack, ad; yet as ſe- 

xl Texts have a double Meaning, fo has 

zz and is to be underſtood of our LORD's 

ml Generation, as well as of His being 

utter from the Dead. And therefore to 

frence Him from Regenerate and Adoptive 

„ GOD calls Him , TIew!oloxov, * His * zeb. x: 


Ni | Bepotter, and Toy Moro, | His Ozly 6. - 

by en, and ro» Id, + His Own Sor in > | 
7, Men of being His Natural Son. And truly t Ken. 8. i 
1: of | 32. 

rüde were not, how could He be GOD 2*" 

"to le with GOD in the beginning? and be 

5. all things and be the Maker of 
Wh All which we are divinely affur'd He 

5 has we ſee how there are Two LIFES, 

ing , PERSONS in the GODHEAD; the 

the (HER: in a Propagative way begets the 


N. But then whence did the 7h:rd ariſe 
e? In anſwer to which we muſt obſerve 
N: conſider as follows. 1 . 4 1 
thalrhat as Mundane or Terreſtrial Life is na- 
au Ally Propagative of it ſelf, and therein an- 
ſe us (according to its Meaſures) to that 
And Nerative Power in the DEITY, which 
+ tie being to the Second LIFE in It: ſo the 
FAT may be ſaid of that other Appendage of 
atteriÞtal or Earthly Lite, natural to, and in- 
relle from it ; the Spirative Power. To 
+ 1h again, in the GODHEAD we may 
ſnabfember ſomething Parallel, or Symbolical 
Nit ; though of an inconceivably * 
a- 


A 


\ 
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preſent Life than GOD's Breathing i 
- the HOLY GHOS T's. And I have re: 
to ſay it, becauſe by That | Breathing 


how could He have been? 
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Nature; (as Generation alſo is there, 
compariſon to what it is with 27:) and tht 17 
is, the Breathing the HOLY GHOST. : 
truly Breath is ſo very neceſſary to An; 
Life, that it can no where be without 
And therefore as in the Sacred Volume, 
is oſten call'd, the Breath of Life; ſo. t 
Royal Prophet ſpeakingof Men, and of ſl 
and great Beaſts, and of innumerable * 
ing things in the great and wide Sea: 
us, that when GOD taketh away their Bus , 
they die, Pſzl. 104. 29. And as our. tran 
Breath is a dark Shadow of the Eternal! 
ration in the Ever. living GOD, or a ff 
and dim Counterpart of it; ſo it is an 
brage of its Needfulneſs too : our Breath 
ing not more indiſpenſably neceſſary tot 


HOLY SPIRIT the Third VITALIT 
the GODHEAD exiſts ; and without 


For look how the FATHER by His e 
ſingle Act begets the SON ; ſo the FAT 
and the SON by Their 5 joint Act Breathe 
HOLY SPITIT. fe or that reaſon indeeMtfore 
is call'd the SPIRIT. For what does nr 
Siri tus, ſignify but Breath moſt propet 
And therefore is He ſtiled SPIRIT, bec 
He is breathed. from the Two aforeſaid, 
ſo is related to Them both, as illaing f. 
them in that Maxner. And agcardingi 


4. 


the HOLY TRINITY. 


&ripture He is denominated the SPIRIT, 
| the HOLY SPIRIT, ' and the Eternal 
RIT, when ſpoken of abſolutely by Him- 
: ſo GOD the FATHER there calls 
n My SPIRIT, very frequently; and He 
id to be His Good SPIRIT, Nebhem. 9. 
and the SPIRIT of GOD, Rom. &. 1 1; and 
SPIRIT of the Living GO D, 2 Cor. 3. 3. 
nd then as related to GOD the SON, 
Wncans'of His concurrent Spiration, He is 
to be zhe SPIRIT of CHRIST, Rowe. 
; and the SPIRIT of the SON, Gal. 4. 6; 
the SPIRIT of the LORD JESUS, Phil. 
. And therefore as Scripture ſays ex- 
J. that He pꝛoteedeth from the FATHER, 
ohn 15. 16, ſo it implies as ſtrongly that 
muſt proceed from the SON too: elfe 
could He be the SPIRIT of CHRIST, 
198 the SPIRIT of the SON? as That, we 
bas plainly pronounc'd Him. 
Ind-as His Name, SPIRIT, imports that 
s Breathed (and then why not from 


or Image of That DIVINE: BREATH ; 


His ch a tar more lively one than that of 
ATHEmon Reſpiration, as being at once both 


eathe ag, Spiritual, and Subſtantial. And 


ndeeMtfore when GOD infus'd the firſt Man's 


ed into His Body, (as this ' adorable SPI- 
inforins us) He breathed into bis No- 
the Bzeath of Lite, Gen. 2. 7. And » PW. 
bis we may the better aſſent to, and gyn 
owledge the Spiration of the HOLY 
GHOST. 


?) fo the very Humane Soul is another 


— 
* 
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GHOST. For being aſſur d from GO; 
own Mouth, that He breath'4 the.immogy,. 
Spirit of Man, why ſhould we not the m of 
readily believe the HOLY GHOST's boy. 
breathed too? Becauſe here we find an pc; 
ſymbolizing with That from which He ef 
nally reſults, exemplified in an Inſtance mh; 
ting to our ſelves. ' And though Brea, 
in the GODHEAD be of a far higher g, 
AL 


ture; yet to an Infinite Power, and it 
ic 
it i 


Infinite Being, it muſt be as practicable 
eaſy as our Breathing is to us. Nay, al 

it to be natural, as it really is; and tha, 
muſt not only be moſt eaſy, but as Ineviij 
or Neceſſary. 

And thus from what has here been 
we have very good reaſon to conclude, 
there are Three PERSONS in the H 
TRIAD. For when a Father begets a 
it is as neceſſary they ſhould be Two, a 
impoſſible for them to be but One. Andi 
as impoſſible, as it is for the boldeſt Co 
diction to be true. For if Father and 
were not Two, the Father might then n if 
Himſelf, and ſo be the Cauſe of his ein: 
Production, or an Agent in it; whey ir 
want of being he could be capable of and 
ction. And then when the HOLY GHMWhe p 


proceeds from this FATHER and Sole Ef 
for that very reaſon He can in all thinly, in 


the ſame with neither; ſo He muſt be diſither 


from Both. And then where there are Hie A 


ſuch different AFs, there muſt be Thr; the 
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inc Agents, And how can it poſlibly be; 
no-rwiſe here, when the Three Acts done, 
of fo high'a Nature and Efficacy, that 
be eld as many VITALITIES, or Living 
an WSONS ? mt e RE 2h” > 00M 
let Nie Re | iir! 5 
But aſſerting (never ſo. poſtively and dog- 
ically )that the PRINCIPLE of DIVINE 
E raiſes the PERSONS in the Eternal 
AD; will avail little, and be of no Sa- 
tion, without ſhewing in ſome. meaſure 
it is done. Now therefore with due 
ad to Scripture, and with humble Re- 
nce, I give in this Brief Account of 


. | 3 | 2 
fe in this World, being (as I obſerv'd) | 
moſt - Exergetick of all things, and ac- ' 


H pany'd with a Propagative and Spirative 
ts à rer; and DIVINE LIFE in the GOD - 


W being Infinitely ſo in Infinitely high- 
nd nobler ways: by its Operative Force 
ts own Boundleſs Rediniancy, from all E- 
ty of One LIFE It became Three, And 
if with pious Seriouſneſs we ſet ſober 
ination awork, the moſt Glorious TRI- 
Y in probability may be fairly conceiv'd 
r 

The Firſt Vital Power which animates the 
dle Eſſence of the DEITY is a LIFE a- 
Ih in It. And becauſe this LIFE begets 


be dither, It bears the Name of FATHER. 
are he Second Vital Power which impreg- 


the Same Eſſence again as entirely, is 
Begotten. 
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And therefore is as properly denominat 
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Begotten. And ſo iſſuing from the FATHE 
is as truly call'd the SON. 

And then the Third Vital Power whi 


actuates That Eſſence as throughly on 
more; is Breathed from the aforeſaid N 


Whence it is evident, and eaſy to 
ceive ; that Infinite LIFE Ingenit (pre 
through the Divine Eſſence, Gs the 
PERSON, or VITALITY in the G0 
HEAD. And Infinite LIFE Begotten ſo p 
fuſed through it, is the Second. And Inf 
LIFE Breathed and Proceſſeve, is the Th 
And though theſe Three are all perfect GC 
and all but One GOD; the Second PER& 
can no more be the 'Firſt, than the $( 
can be the FATHER. And the Third of 
no more be- either of Them, than He « 
Breathe forth Both; when He His (cl! 
their Eternal "Fxpuri, or Efflation. 

Tet that the Divine LIFE may be tf 
diſcriminated, and is actually 4g 
to Three PERSONS : z is inferrible from. 
Variety of it which is very manifeſt. Fort 
Firſt is Self originated ; the Second, Gen 
ted by the Firſt : and the Third Commm 
ted by Thoſe Two. And therefore ſo 
as Scripture certifies that this LIFE is ti 
various in the moſt Glorious THREE; 
warrants as much Difference between if 
LIFE of the FATHER, and that of 


SON, and that of the HOLY * 
t 
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ere can TH between a'native LIFE proper 
I the Firſt; a LIFE deriv'd by Paternal 
hpagatian to the Second; Gay LIFE 


the Third, and aſſum d by His Proceſſzor. 
nd when the DIVINE LIF . in thoſe PER- 
Ns is ſo very 1 8577 to each gf 0e 
muſt give e 5551. molt 

wall. That! for th 15 5 
7 meg ans Ark the 5E RIOND a Sn 


The, '» when 0 0 Dl + but 


wy N 


wg By 


| ary . 
3 _ n which, T hift he more 
M 15 This. 2 cn they, be hut One 
when They are, Thzte. Jilin. PER R- 
Ns. F hat They are ceftainly Oe, is Hot 
dent, . for Scripture deglar $ it. © T, ere are 
8 11 bear record 7 eaven, the FA- 
WORD, ard the SPIRIT; and 
e Thꝛet ere Dne. Chic inde d that t] th 
ine LIFES are Jifferent in. the vine 


E but 0 
xe mk ne to. 
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in It as to enliven It N any, theref 
muſt be in It ver Pas ply and e 


And though the We Life b 1 reſp 

ive Partjeuldritic Ates "Eh, PF} 

9800 ors, 155 Fin i 
fie, 8 


mon 1 
e A 161 4 


1 8 
10 hl Ke three ; 
a 55 1 It. A 
En 20 une that he 
diſtin ly Three to: -Three'P: 


2 41 
ving 1 28 I manife 
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their re. LIFE. 
yo but Perſe 69, Infinite 77 


5 bande e Alllivitg ( reatpres. 4 | 


They are Agent, 25 eminent and p 
lefs. For. Natura IFE in bY 1 105 
ſence beige the Fit th 
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4 DIVINE LIFES. remark'd' Vet, * 
arned and Pious judge when! they! have 
rioufly” w gd" Ting; pr rhacate} 

Wonſider'd Ie 2211127 5 belwonek 


en faidvin a fair View: i F may ſatehprat 
m, that is very agfreeahie to GRe 
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bi 
yan 


ot 0 
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ine enlivehlie. 16 Al Id TQo nob 
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vel Divixity, and the higheſt! Strains 
Flights in. Metapſyſerll. 


A A Myſtery ſo abſtniſe? as to rar it i; 


bintad) We hend three differerte(Li/co,)f 


nnr a yalug 
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onde 
happ 
* And indeed from due Application to Ser Com 
pture the proper and main Fountain of th 
Knowledge, ſuch Meaſures of! it may 
gaiũi d that tothe truly Good: and ſon 
hat Jud icious I am ready to glve the fo 


lobtirtg Enconr . By no nt ant lool i | 
ex tbe. TRINITY 25 a fomvidable M 


bapable of meet Explieation. Inſtead 
that. Dinclinet9:think,{thatGOD's BEING 
conſidering! It is ier may be plain 
propettionably:as Well as or; . wh 
we find many things o guxling as to be ui 
agcoontable. 4:1? - viigpps Is ob, pA 
And that GOD ould /fbavgiThvee diltinſÞ® | 
PERSONS ini Eee Being when (at 1 he 


Vital Powersgn Op deen not ſeem tran 
much leſs incredible, when we ſay mbol 
Sith he ALMIEG Hifi For ĩn tis He 
mes do ad 2 y3»$0a:thadgny Partt 
Patton! ee e far an 


| Brivilese: 89 in adorm 
A ts xr 

1 Athers - Uungair d, M tbere 
ſuch PERSONSYey DBA 7 Tl 
very good Rt foro ray btrgiveny The: 
aber might be mende! Society, avrbugft 1h 
end: waſh Ha Flaity iſringi from th 
Man, we know 1jsda: Reaſonably >Creatulf 
and upon that' Acgount, C ue, © | 

8 '% | 


; Cid 


— i NN 4 27 


the HOLY-TRINITY. 


q rorverſe; with, by being alone he muſt be le(s 
happy 3 and for not having his Capacity of 
Converſation anſwer's; ol exercis d, might 
be really miſerable. Between GOD and Us 
there's no running a Parallel here; yet there's 
vom for this Free Thought, withaut Dimi- 
nation: to His Glorious MAJESTY. + Were 


ODHEAD, He being inlinitely above the 
higheſt" Creatures. could: have no ſuitable 
\ſſociates from converſing with Whom He 
night perceive Infinite Felicity. But grant- 
ain PERSONS. there of egual, that is, of 
nito Excllency 3 a Wwithal of ſo near 
Mnity as tobe be ATHER; SON, and HOLY 
HOST ; and in ſo etdearing Unity as to 
e in one Eſſence: What infinitely ſW¼eet 
ociety muſt there be: amongſt Them)? And 
bat infinite Delights muſt that afford? 
Wutly: chertfore may we conelude that 
„ere is a TRINITV of PERSONS nie 
the ſame Eſſence, for this very Reaſon. 
ot that they aroſe there fnom GOD's Vid, 


ent z for inlinice Perſtct ion is the Root from 
hence they vaturallj and eternally ſprang. 
nd becauſe there could not be infinite Per- 
Gion, where there is not infinite Happineſs; 
or ſuch Happineſs neither without agraea- 
le Converſation Where there is infinite/C 

; * ty for it, as theft is in the DEITY : there- 
zaruore it muſt be as 9 that there ſhould 
. 3 


þ 
dual 


gable one too. But then had he none to 


he Firſt PERSON the any one in the 


Choice, ot by His Pleafure, or Anpoint- 


ts 
wo 
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Brief Exxlicat ion of 
be' — in the: GODHEAD,;;:as it is 
neceſſary there ſhould. be infinite. Happine to | 
R. ITbongh as Ahaut Hinted why they. ar 
but Thrte; ſo I may add, that by the ole 
Hypothels where thete is only K/eice and 
Modes ʒ there chi he neither three real PER 
SONS diſtinct in the DET T, vor conſe 
quently this high and ſweet Saciaty, nor thy 
immenſe en reſulting from it. [Thy 
where there are Three PERSONS, perfedi 
Divine; and inſmitely Perfect, and moſt ini 
timmately] United; there muſt, of:;neceſlity . . 
ati ĩneffable Combination of moſt delight * 
Aﬀc&ions amongſt them. And chen why ſide 
can hinder conſtant Exereiſe of them in-blefWer.; 
ſed Converſation full of n 0 j 15 
mutual Endearments? 1 


Ius I have endaxvour'd; 40 remove t Ks 
math Obſtacle! of a right: ; Notion: of tb noh 
HOLY TRIAD 5:1 by attempting to ſ. ad } 


how Three PERSONS. (of wllich cui th 
TRINITYY) ariſe in One ESSENCE, :whit 
makestheadmirable UNITY, This,procet 
from theThreefeld LIEE that flouriſhes i 
the DEIFY,.- and is there active even t 
yielding diſtinct PERSONS. ' For as!the D wich 
Une ESSEN E from Eternity comprehend; ſo 1, 
ed the Three Divine LI FES; ſo Lbey agi 
by Three Myſterious VAVIFICATION 
(wherein lies the grand Myſtery :' of: thi, 
TRIAD) from Eternity repleniſht That ES 
SENGE Wẽ˖ith Three + PERSQNALITIE 
* how „ and e believe ** 

uc 


vines 
Nur. 
cover 
r He 
ea and 


th ory FaIgery, 


ch in GOD; whett 101 855 ſteious tet 
inculcate) f 2 Th d LI LIFE in 1 
res? And, which Ts are e le 
it we Have Power to ole #1 
d not 8 uy Lifes, bir tat too, every, 
en dur own. Top ed th e Per ons we 
agile are . "td. ſeparate from 
Rives, And g00d Re 1 e 35 
Natufet⸗ and 0 finite. * t then 
ing Inänlte, and His Fc fakotiely 
| eck; one of His infinite Perfections is 


© Rig ot theſe Glorious B RSONS 


bſideratfon, we may grant they do fo, tho. 
apprehend not how. And the more rea- 
ſhodld we aſſent to this ſtill, becauſe 
bald the acuteſt go upon a nice Explicati- 
| of. our 97 5 Life, and Its appendent 
Eno mena's; Knots and Difficulties enouy 
ſuld Uh ere be found, to non · plus both al 
vines "Thy! nd And Fea in 
Nature t reps are things ſo latent and in- 
coverable ; how much more in 18902 


i He betng infivitely 10 05 105 1 9 


without Be innings ye On Hare 
"Wd fo knowing bee ure z t 

witary, and ſo expanded without ougdg, 
out that Infinite Space where,not 

Wides Himſelf. Now what is this lefs.than 
be Tncomprebenfible in His MAJESTY, 
170 Ve inexplicable > 2 Yet” being GOD, 
ſuc 84 that 


thin Himſelf. And upon that Account or 


d everywhere Eſſentially preſent,: 10570 
hing is 


26 


nor at all age ſt Reaſo „ Nay, being G00 
that He, hold 


Effetice and His Attributes; . well 


three different LIF ES which variouſly aſl 


4 Brief. Exxplication of 
that He ſhould be thus, is neither impoſſibl 


be all. this and a great de 
more ; is not only reaſanable, but.abſolutd 
neceſſary* upon account of His Perfecioſ 
But then if we can no better 2 


Three Diſtinct PERSONS. in One Eſſe —* PL, 
leſs intelligible to us. And yet it may be an n 
reaſonable that "they ſhould. be too, as it 
that He should e, 206, and be what He! 
though their Being be ſomewhat harder 
underktand. l 

Jet admit bot: VITALITIES. into i E, 
GODHEAD, which the Word from Hea night 
ſo far mentions, and points at as proper, 
to (tile each of them LIFE: and that wi 
be a Key to unlock Difficulties which hin 
a'dearer. Knowledge of the TRINITY. H 
chen the Sum of moſt that need to be ſ 
concetning it, will amount but to this muc 
That thougb in the DIVINITT there 1 
Three PERSONS, yet They being there 


1 875 ab They are and muſt be One EſcnſÞmcan 

Vitally.They are Three. So that? 
90 5 theſe Three LIFES in the DElI. 
the TRIN ITY will be eaſy to be underſtoc 
So cafy, that any Chriſtian may t tolerab 
apprehend it, who can but concejve tht 


Dimenſions in « one Body, or three kinds In th 


Eife in one Soul, which every Man has ody 
his own. Nay, in Us, according ow J he F 
| | C200 


* 5 
43 


the HOLY /ERINILY. 


blots; & tres dicuntim anime, | there are ſaid dug, 
Oe Chee Souls. And they reckon them 14. 78. 
de bus; 4 egetativa, :Seuſitiva,; & intellectiva : 
nel Vegetatiue, 4 Senſctiue, and an Intellecbive. 
noed may there not as. well be three Lifes in 
| HIGOD, as three Soul, in Man? Though I 
' Huſt needs ſay, that a vegetative Soul, or 
ce ming Spirit, is ſo groſs a Notion, that it 
be Wan no where ſpring up, but in Minds 


oo dull and heavy to be laudably Philo- 
ophick. S dnn. 0 A, f 
Should. any carry the Point ſo high, as to 
nterrogate; How Three diſtin# Lifes can be in 
be, Eſſeuce of Ove G0 D? The ſame Queriſt 
night be chok'd with this lower Queſtion. 
How can Three Sorts of. Life be in One. Sul ? 


lifferent Subjects, it will be hard clearly to 
eſolye Either. For the Yodes of things be- 
ng quite in the dark, though hot Diſputes 
nay. be rais d about them, and long conti- 
e Hud; they are like to end without juſt and 
ere Natisfactory Determination. For alas! we 
are to ſeek, and utterly at a Loſs in a far 
neaner Inſtance at home. The humane Body 
much inferior. to the Soul; yet GOD 

ho made it proclaims it wonderful, Eſal. 
149. 14. And well He might, for its curious 
Parts and admirable Contrivements; as the 

exture of the Brain, and the rare. Work 
In the Eye, Goc. And if the Fabrick of the 
as Wody be ſo fine and marvellous, what muſt 
2 tide Frame, and what muſt the Faculties of 
bool | . " "TR 
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28 
the Sul be? But the only 600 Who crel 
ated them, ſees, and knows them. And wie 


Jeclares him 26 to be' of the fate Mind 


Inſtruction here ; eſpecially when in ma 


our own Beings, And when we ate ſo un! 


our Power of Penetration for looking int 


FATHER e, Bat 1 St. 75. N 


A Bi Explication of * 


He alone Aiſcerns What is in 2%; can w 
perceive how the moſtglotious THE are i 
Him? No, according t Damaſcen we ui 
very far from it 5 who (Lib. 4. Orthod 2 
cap.” 10.) plainly tells us 5 Cr V Fi2pry 
vage 8 & exrogevoteg, rept fed t. WL) wn 
there 3s 4 ente between Oeneratibon 34 
Proceſſion we have learnt” Bui nt 5 all th 
Mode of that 2 ence, 18 he ſays) «> 
Te bog Fitts St. Amb ofe Aq 


Licet Fire, quod ratus” ft Filiut; r Jun 
procedat Spiritus Sy mon licet Phe quo 
modo atis "fit, quomodo procedat. Tt is 
to know! that the ON 3s Boyw, an "fo thi 
the HOLY GHOST Proceederh +; hut not ei 
to know how He in Born, and how He betta 
eth And well may the moſt intelligent wit 


things we are not only ignorarit of the Na 
ture, but unacquainted with the Structure o 


ble to ſee through out pitiful ſelves; where? 


GOD; and taking an Account of the la 
nite VITALITIES? 2 But yet n Him They 
may be nevertheleſs ; and indeed that They 


muſt be ſo Scripture mitn or rather af 
ſores us. For That exprefly declares, thi 


26. And that the SON is , the LIM 
2 


the HOLY TRIXNIT X. 29 

urfefteds and S aien©,, an eternal LIFE, 
be. J L 2. And that the HOLY GHOST | 

Ie Gwe, 4 SPIRIT of LIFE, Nom. d. 

And:when Scripture thus recommends 
ee LIFES; and ſeems to authenticate; or 
2 leaſt to prefer them before either PER - 
NS, or; HYPOSTASES, by taking ſuen 

„ oreſs Notice of them: hy — 5 N 

excluded from thei DEITY 2.1! £02 
and then for their being call VITALI- 
5 ES, Lthink ſome * or ſome Rlle- 
ons e Reaſons may be offer d Of 
ay that might be proddad, I ſhall 
Wh. thcle Five) tha follow: 21 Ferrggh W 
ar 1%, 00 is ſaid to be LOVE. in theHbftrad. 
' il 2/5, En be _ da Principle” i 1n 
100 E DEELY- 4D} TNDGON&1271 
35% Tbe Ads in ;the;GODHEADpro- 
„m che Three in it VITALITESZ . 
in The Principle af N Taifeth- the 
1 vaindg Three there. it Hot" 
N 2 — 4K Himſelf makes high aero of 
1/t; \GOD. is ſaid: tobe IOVE-; in the Ab- 
e. And then the ſame, GOD, or any 
ERSON as the GODHEAD, ma; as well 
ſaid to be LIEE in the. Abſtraf?, 4 He 
Wis Self bas ſaid that He i, LOVE. Vet ſo He 
oclaims Himſelf, 70h. 4. 8. GOD L,. A pe. 
arned Writer in his Paraphraſe upon it ex- Mimmond 
Funds the Word thus: He it made up of 
to Mantind. And does not GOD con- 
, or is He not made up as much of Life 


in 


39 


have been in His Nature without Life. Fl 


A Brief Explication of 
in Himſelf, as of Love to ws And may 
not then as well be termed VLFALITY, 
He was pleafed to ſtile Himſelf LOVE > ih: 
ſpecially conſidering :rhat: Love-could: nevi 


what voluntary Act can be done, whe 
there is no'Power to do it 2 And what Pn 
to act 'orfexpreſs Love could there be ey 
in GOD Himſelf; if in His being there ye 
no Life 2 Þ Anis 17 $913} 10! 35 J 
Ay. LIFE is the. moſt active Principle 
tbe DEITY. Inſomuch that without 
GOD would not be able to know Himſelf 
be, though He did ei. Nor could 
know Himſelf to be GOD; thougb 
were inſiuitely ſo ; nor manifeſt His Goo 
neſs to any in the leaſt; nor iajoy the Fd 
city of it at all. For without the Power Winn! 
Life, He could be capable of no Apprekel 
tons, or deliberate Actions: they all ſo f 
reſult from Life, that where Tb is nu 


r 


there's xo Ability to exert them. How col 


be Miſe, Merciſul, Juſt, or any way  rati 7 
nelly active, or capable of Reaſon ; were H 
void of Life? And when Life is hot only 


VNiatnralg but thus Central and Fovereigu ns) 


Power in the GOD HEAD; and fo far ii 
Prop and Spring ot all! Powers there, th 
none caniſtir, as IE ma ſay, or Þe exercil 

5 F wa IN 


th HOLV TRINITY. 


owt it: ſurely VITALITIES tauſk be a 
cet Title for the Three in It, not can it be 
ven touany in that height and fulneſs of 
nſe asi It is due to Chem. EL © 190 ire 
vbeſ z /, The Divine! Acht in the G0 DHEA 
D not only import, bur pꝛoclaim the THREE 
eve n to he VITALITIES. For as nothing 
wen be (better tranſmitted, or more eafi ily 
insfiis'd from one to another than LIFE 3 
appeard in the Commonneſs and Facility 
Generation : ſo in the Sacred TRINITY, 
obgh in a way moſt ſublime and ſuĩtable, 
is 510ertairily dene us Scri . plainly wad 
ies crtFor — the FAT HER, Beger the 
hat is that but down-right or — 
it propagatirie DIVINE LIFE, in #gloriots 
innef. t0 i inconcelvable? And hen 
y Both Brrarb forth the HOL GHOST, 
0 that be again but another Prep viel 
, or. Myſterious Tratfer of the Bars? 7 
und rhen w hat fitter Titlis than VITALITIES 
| n belgiven to Them AWC... Bets 221509! 159 
4ly, The Principle of DEINE LIEE 5. 
nr, ir: That 'which there kulleth the 
nurn THREE; No other thing” that 
N of, dan, I think; do it ſo proper- 
fam effecbaalip. For! hall ſhew (though 
be arger-om this than on the other Rea- 
N 0 that I 10 nd HT) 25 1 1114 1 a 
Not che DIVINE ESSENCE ean do it. 
the Not any of GOD Attributes 
Nor yet can iti be righely done, by the 
2 Eartent Doftfine of the Lon on Hypo: 
»\\theſis, | _ _ 


1 
Y, 
21 
they 

1 
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tributes naiſe PRRS NA 


gle, or; $eparate, yet hot cod we tha 


ſame Efficacy, every one of Themi:(Th 


IA Brief Exylication o 
Firſt. Nat tbe DIVINE; ESSENME. 
That by reaſon of its o] petfact Sανν "7; 
xy, can raĩſe no Diverſity, or Diſtinction 1 
its bare Self; as has been ſhewed. It ista m 
pure, immutahle, ſpititual Subſtance, x 
always was: ſo. and even will be the Same 
its Own Nature. Abet a en 
Secondly. No rore can any of (GOD! i 
in tie 
ae We look to is Grodnefa; 


NM 
: alineſs ;\ Juſtice, Se ʒ Their boundleſs 1M; © 
celtengy, ſtrikes through the; whole DEIN 
but nevertheleſs Its Eſſence ſtill: remains u 
form @nd{;alikeithroogheut;; They make 

mannes of Diſtiadliom n it. However i 
mag: ak of Them as! Riera things; alliſy <7 
Te D pe far ftom bring tealhy fol 
in GODS Neture. Fori That's but One il 
verſal Conſummete Rectitud, or au abſou 
Complex r / Conſiſtenxy af all Infinite H 
cellencies and Divine erfections unſetaſ ista 
and inſeparable. \s Mar 1 I N. 
Ox were 0D Attributes never fol 


that ay ofiThem ſhould, raiſe. a PER 
in the GQDHEAD 2 Fer if aug hne tom 
do Zbet, for the ſame Reaſon, and by dt 


being ll Equal); might fel rhe: ſame. 10/An 

PERSONS exiſting as 2vi@tally, and vid! 

ſarily there as the very ANſtoce ; every Att 

bute mult have there conſtituted a PERS0 
? 


fro 


* - 


the HOLY TRINITY. 


10 118 of d up of A greater, Num- 
| 2 8 50 Word gf; Frach ic thas 
Ee 05 e in the p are Te 
bn. Tt (3; Py: je om GOD char They neither 
id not could riſe from GOD's Attributes; 
Ei then They maſt bare b 


ch 


* 9 Ab the 457 p R SONS i [> 
: GODHEA] FER 
7 e 0 


1 the 
Fd by. _ 
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ar. ſence. of GO 
ith E. Mod de F & 


15 Peu 187 ol 70 
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£9 jos fearcit\ would yield but Jitt! 
LO 40 che mqdeſiiy Scrupylquy and 


Ns 7107 ia ol Aude Hic 


+ "EPA spl 75 oly I rks 
"TRIAD, ch 


DD 
nally Heeets the SO 5 
i YON together Bre fore HOLY; 


rom Both 1 — does He Pro- 
Now 


from, e and ſothe TRINITY, would 


N more. N 


e e de ee f. e, 
1 8 os 8 1 5 


ere, "hep breq 3 . 
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3+ 


Hin, Hs 1 Haage; Abd Wheat 


- Tr Bas nd Parts. If He 85 cb Whole, a 


Hie beggat it 
— 


4 485 Explication 7 


No hete it muſt be enguire d, Whois th 
EAI HER And according to the Hypt 
theſis under Conſider 17 2 os Fg eithe 
be the V pole of the Eenct, or bu 
Part of it. Part Gi lee mot be cault 


oo the br err as He begets the SON 
Wi can 2 * next he 
3 9 1s this 2 And if He 
cord, Wh of That Eres too ad Pai 
of ity for the Reafon' given 
chen khe-F THER. when" He, 'begets tf 
SON)*mirſt Veger the Whoſe Efence, thous 
He Hümnfeff was that whole Effence whe 
11985 46 He muſt beget Haß 
ttivg His S0 N, and the N'bepot 
on 2 8 5 who oo 
— eing the very ſame l 
far muſt beget Himſclf 12 85 e 
Fiont, and ve ry plarn ones nal Be 
but ner "follow. br it mu 00 
query d. b i the HET GHOST \ 
the DVitie- Fſſenec- fie muſt needs be, k 


being co fbf antial with the T 
PERS 50 5 8 1 4 
SON BI 


e cannot be 


tural, 
„an 
1 
An 
e Hy] 
ding 


He muſt b « the} 
when'the 


ple of 
H Lois ie 80 


te Proceeds from Them“ He Proceeds. fron 
Himſelf.” And fo begten freſh Tuc nei 
e x here) the cd 1 Ide *. 
ey FO 0 0 ee Ware d i AJES 


. 


2 | 50 


the HOLY TRINITY, 35 
But it being inſiſted on, that the PER- 
Ns in the © TRINITY refult from Modes 
Subpting ; the Enquiry muſt go on, and 
may well be' interrogated farther, What 
theſe Modes ? In the Language of the 
vols, Mod us eſt Forma, the Mode of Sub- 
ing is the Form, or conſtituent Property 
each PERSON in the GODHEAD, 
aid conſequently the Mode being the Form, 
thing Perſonating; the Subject or thing 
rſonated muſt be the Eſſence, But from a 
ry learned Hand we have a much meaner 
ugh true Account of Moder. + Modus en- | cure. 
de ſecundum Met ap hyſtcor meclium quid dam eſt Relig it. 
fer Accident: & purum nibil. 4 Mode of 4 2. cab. 20. 
e according to the Metaphyſical, is ſome- 
den between Accident and pure nothing. And 
en adds, if a Divine PERSON be ſuch a 
ae, He will have leſs being than an Acci- 
nt, and ſhall be propemodum nihil ; next to 
hing, So he accounts for Modes in gene- 
J. But ſtill I muſt demand, what are the. 
Srticular Modes in the TRINITY > In caſe 
be anſwer'd, that the FATHER's Mode is 
rally Subſpting, the SON's, being Begot- 
and the HOLY GHOST's, being Brea- 
11:4, and ſo Proceeding : I can't but ſay, 
> Anſwer is proper, and very agreeable to 
e Hypotheſis ; there being nothing elſe (ac- 
@rding to that) in the GODHEAD but Its 
ace and theſe Modes. But then, by the 
4 "Wy, would it not mightily become the 
45 AJESTY of the Great GOD and be an huge 
Bj D Grace, 


36 


And which is more, and much worſe yet 


_ His part it was to be Incarnate, and Born 


4 Brief Explication of 
Grace, and high Honour to Him, to hay 
one meer Mode for His Only Begotten 80 

nd another for his Eternal SPIRIT ;; whe 
to He tould be no more than-the:FATHE] 
of two bare Accidents q Nay, oftwo thing 
leſs and worſe, than Accidents in the Opinic 
of the Learned, as being nent 40. nothing 


as all the Graces, and Comforts, and comm 
and extraordinary , Gifts of the HOL} 
GHOST muſt be derived from, and confe 
red by the Third Made of the; TRINITY 
o as ſtrange and miraculous things mult hay 
been done and : ſuffer d hy the'Secand. Fe 


to Live, and Preach, and do amazing Wan 
ders; to Die for our Sins; and Riſe agi 
for our Juſtifcation; to Aſcend to Heave 
and Intercede for us there, till from then 
He ſhall come to the Final Judicature; an 
after that, to exalt us with triumph to tl 
bleſſed Regions, and there to entertain t 
with the Glories of His Face, and the Jo 
of His Preſence, - and the Fulneſs of eterna 
Pleaſure and Sweetneſs. Now are not a 
theſe marvellous Diſpenſations like to b 
well undertaken, and wiſely carried on, a MN 
happily compleated by the Modes I am con teac 

fidering? 19 
And then beſides; theſe Modes muſt ai all e 
fect either Part of the Divine Eſſence, off thin 
the Whole of it; for if they affect it not: 
all, they can ſignify juſt nothing. Yet P. 
0 
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of it they cannot affect for the Reaſon a- 
dove ſuggeſted. And if they equally affect 
the Whole, the Whole muſt be the FATHER, 


JEM and then where's the SON, and HOLY 
in GHOST? The Whole alfo muſt be the SON, 


and then what becomes of the FATHER 
and the HOLY GHOST ? The Whole like- 
wife muſt be the HOLY GHOST, and then 
where {hall the FATHER and SON be 


Wl found ? And if at laſt the FATHER be That 


5 nominally, 
[ 


Eſſence naturally Subſiſting, and the SON 
that Eſſence Begotten, and the HOLY GHOST 
the ſame Eſſence Breathed and Proceeding ; 
what then can be here but one Eſſence re- 
aly and ſubſtantially ; and Three PERSONS 


and at the fame time the SON ; and at the 


ame time the HOLY GHOST: the ſame 


whole Eſſence muſt naturally ſubſiſt, and 
muſt beyet; and muſt be begotten, and muſt 
breathe it (elf, and yet proceed from others. 
And will not, and does not this imply a con- 
fuſed TRINITY to be taught by the School- 


o Devise,? 


Not at all, may ſome reply. For they 
teach that a PERSON only begets a PER- 
SON; and ſo the Eſſence is not concern d at 
all either in Gererarizg the SON, or Brea- 
thing the HOLY GHOST. Very well; but 
then this opens a wider Door ſtill at which 
intolerable Abſurdities enter on the School- 

| D 2 Doctrine 


ot titularly, but confuſedly and 
uinelligibl, ? For if the Whole Effence 
al (which has no Parts) be the FATHER ; 
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Dofrine touching the TRINITY. For iff A. 
one PERSON begets another, and then 
They two Breathe a Third; theſe PERSONA 

muſt be meer Modes. For if they be taken 
ſeparately from the Eſſence, or exclnſively of 
it, what are they, or what can they poſlibly 
be elſe? And then Self ſubſſſtence the Father 
Mode, muſt beget the SON, whoſe Mode it 
zs to be Begotten. And then del ſ.ſubſſtence, the 
FATHER ; and Begotter, the SON, muſt 
Breathe Proceſſion ; and ſo that Mode is, and 
muſt be the HOLY GHOST: and is not 
this excellent and admirable again? Eſpeci 
ally when a Mode can no more ſubſiſt of it 
ſelf, than an Accident can without Subſtance 
A to ſupport it: and ſo can no more produg 
another Mode, than that can Act, which car 
not be. | 1 281 | 
If to excuſe or throw off theſe Abſurdi 
ties, it be alledg'd that a PERSON is not 2 
pure abſtracted Mode, as being in canjundlin 
wish the Divine Eſſence it modifies © I anſwer 
That fignifies juſt nothing. For ſo long as 
(by this Hypotheſis) the Eſſence contributes 
nothing to begetting or breathing a PERSON; 
this Work muſt ſtill be done ſolely and wb Sm, 
ly by virtue of Modes: and ſo the AbſurdiMartic 
ties objected reſt upon the Hypotheſis Ulatios 
removed; and the Divine Three muſt reallyMſubſig 
be ſo many A:cidents,or worſe,and be raiſed bl Bu 
fuch ; Modes being the Forms of their te 
ſpective Perſonalities, and ſo far conſtitute SON 
of the ſame. bold 
| And 1 
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mented 2 Oh that Men ſhonld ever have 
ſuch vain Thoughts of the ALMIGHTY, 
ind throw ſuch diſparaging Indignity upon 
Him, and even blaſpheme his MAJEST . 
in explaining his Nature! Pardon me if here 


Heaven and Earth, whom all that are good 
nonour and Love more than their Lives; is 
highly affronted : and the Glorious PER- 
SONS in His adorable Being as ſhametully at- 
tack'd and leſſen d. For by a moſt deroga- 
pos d to ſpring from Accidents, or meaner 
Wihings, if not trans ſorm d, or made to Am x- 
lle into them. And then what is this TRI- 
NITY but one of Mens inventing ? And 
what muſt that be, as they deſcribe it, but 
2 nonſenſical Fiction, a f peculative Monſter, 
ind though a Theologis -al one, a ſtrange Ch;- 
+10 nera 2 What elſe can it be, when according 
to Aquinas Its PERSONS are but Accidents? 
F bp 4 Maxim or Concluſſon i it is, Relationes 

rietates ipſe Perſonæ ſunt - Relations 
; 5 1 are the very PERSONS. 
dem. Theol. 1a. q. 40. 2. 7. And in the next 
Article he reaffirms it, Perſon ſunt ipſæ Re- 
lationes ſubſiſtentes ; PERSONS are che very 
2" Fubliting Relations. 


reboot, Divine PERSONS reſult from PER- 
+10SSONS, and not from the ſacred 'Efſence' : ' 
pol my ſelf oblig d to make the Word goo 800 
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And is not this ſad and much to be la- 


be a little warm. The Great GOD of 


tive Repreſentation of them, They are ſup- 


But T having ſaid, that (ching to the 
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A Brief Explication of 
And in order to it I note; that in the 
School-Writers it is a kind of Rule, that the 
PERSONS . have their Origin got from th 
Eſſence, but from one another: (though here 
muſt be underſtood to ſpeak only of the 
| Two latter in order, the SON, and the 
Srnt1g7, HOLY GHOST.) And therefore ſays || P; 


| RR lanus, Perſona Filij eſt a Perſona Patris & 


The PERSON of the SON is from the PER 
SON of the FATHER ; and the PERSO 
of the HOLY GHOST is from the FATHER 
and the SON. And to this Rule Eſtias con 

+ Com- ſents, | where be ſignifies that the Eſſence 
S. bren J. begets not a PERSON, no more than a PER 
r. Diſtinz. SON begets the Eſſence. And he argue 
5. 8. 1. why it ſhould not. Becauſe from thence i 
would follow, Quaternitatem efſe in DEC 
that in GOD there is a Quaternity, inſteac 
of a TRINITY. For ſo there would be 
Four diſtin things in Him, Three PERSON, 
| Sum- and One Eſſence different from them. Vet 
. 3 Aquinas poſitively affirms, Eſſentia idem 
4, 1. quod Perſona; the Eſſence u the ſame as b 
a PERSON. And ſurely then as a PERSON 
it may beget a PERSON, when one Divin 
PERSON begets another. But thus as the 
Hypotheſis is made inconſiſtent with it ſel 
ſo the two Theologers claſh. And no won Ka 
der, when the Latter abides not by his ow! Y 
Aſſertion, but ſeems; to flee: as far from it 2M '7 5 
Fancy is from Truth. For by way of Dran 
back from what he had ſaid, he ſays again 
that though Eſſence and PERSON * the lit 
1 | am e 
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ame realiter, indeed, or in the very thing; 
et they differ ſecundum intelligentiæ ratio- 
„e, in ſe of our Perception, or ay of 
Ds derſtanding. As if our Idea of the TR - 
e 1 MWNITY were not to be fotm d according to 
What It & in I? ef, but according as we ap- 
bend it to be, and as our Under/tandings th 
date or direct. But then when theſe Do- 
tors (and their Hypotheſis) go by ſuch 
Meaſures, ſorely the Account given of it, is 
more like to ſtand upon a ſandy than a ſo- 
id Foundation. For they rear it upon in- 
Meclletual Apprehenſions, in great part, and 
upon mental Conceptions of theirs - where- 
s it ſhould be ſet upon Sctipture Grounds, 
the proper Baſis fot it; and upon that real 
Iripliczty which Scripture declares to be in 
the GODHEAD. And truly otherwiſe their 
bodrine concerning it muſt depend upon hu- 
nane Notions,. and be modelled according to 
them; and ſo, much of what they have 
written, being but conjeQural or 'preſurnp- 
tive, may be but a Jargon, or meer Jumble 
of miſtaken Conceits: and accordingly we 
in dee, how little Satisfaction their whole Per- 
Y formatices have given tq the Learned World. 
For even at this day, we find the TRINITY 
is ready to be mes and that not by 
the light, and ignorant, and whitnſical on- 
+ ly ; but by thoſe of ſolid Learning, and 
good Morals. Too manifeſt a Proof that all 
the great Pains which the Authors Iſpeak of 
have taken in writing upon It, ſignify but 
little, D 4 Were 
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Were I to mention the Reaſors or Cauſt s, 
of this, I ſhould mark out the Satin 3 
their Hypotheſes for the Chief. I do not, n var o. 
I dare not ſay, that it is poor and ſorry, be eat be 
cauſe it includes the Divine Eſſence : but the 
yet I muſt ſay it is too ſtrait and narrom. 

rait that It has not wherewith to conſtitut 
a TRINITY ; ſo arrow that it affords n Div 
what is ſufficient for it. For in It there ar 
but Two things, Eſſence and Modes. Noi one 
admit the Eſſence to be That out of whiciMWaſe t 
the PERSONS riſe, as whence elſe can The e far 
ſpring? Yet how ſhall the Modes raiſd vainſt 
Them, by which it is to be done they be ud (at 
ing the Forms of the reſpective PERSONS Met thi 
Suppoſe the three Modes to be three Nanei f it c 
or three Relations, (for which Aquinas ing :. 
expreſs in the forecited 40th Sueſtion; inf8:bour 
Perſona divina non eſt aliud intelligere niſi e Mues 
ſentiam & relationem; in 4 divine. PERSON® for 
nothing elſe is ta be underſtood but Eſſence andWhuth, : 
Relation e) and call the Divine Eſſence byMing i 
them, FATHER, SON, and HOLY Spl- Which 
RIT, Can theſe ſeveral Names and Relations, Ml But 
diſtinguiſh It into three living PERSON? 
The ſtiffeſt Antitrinitarians who held there 
was but one PERSON; would freely allow 
Him all thoſe Titles, as knowing they con- 
tain no ſuch Efficacy. Or ſuppoſe we allow 
theſe Modes to be three AFs, and ſo two of 
them (as we muſt) to be Generation and Nogue 
Spiration. Yet then theſe 40, muſt I Fir 
be Acts either of the Eſence, or o 15 livin 
: ode, 
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Modes, or of both united. Acts of the Eß 
we they can't be; becauſe That by the te- 
zone of this Hypotheſis, neither begets nor 
M-:ihs a PERSON. Nor can they be A#; 
t the Modes alone, for abſtracted from the 
Wiſence they can't ſubſiſt, and much leſs can 
bey a, and leaſt of all ſo as to give Bei 
Divine PERSONS. Nor yet can theſe 
ar Wodes conjunGly with the Eſſence, either be- 
oi: one PERSON, or breathe the other; be- 
zuſe then the Eſſence muſt ſhare in raiſing 
e ſame 5 which this Hypotheſis is utterly 
allWzinſt, And ſo in fine, how can we eſpouſe, 
nd ſafely go upon it? For if we receive it, 
Met the Sacred PERSONS by the Principles 
it cannot be. For though it aims at ma- 
ag three diſtinct PERSONS, and ſtrives and 
; ibours hard for it; yet the Diſtinctions it 
ives being only Notional, and no where to 
e found but in Humane Apprehenſron ; in 
th and reality there can be but one accor- 
ing to, the Meaſures of this Hypotheſis, 
hich by its Penury deſtroys it ſelf. a 
But here poſſibly it may be objected. Change 
t the Terms, and put Lifes into the place of 
odes ; and the 2 Exceptions, or as con- 
lerable, may be brought againſt the Hypotheſis 
*W the Eſſay. In anſwer to which, I ſhall 
(deavour to make it appear, that the Hy- 
otheſis I propoſe is not only equal to that in 
d eve; but preferrable to it in ſeveral reſpects. 
Firſt, it: 3s equal to it. For it contains the 
vine Eſſeuce as well as That. And 9 it 
| ons 
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does the three PERSONS, the Fitſt, the 8 
cond, and the Third. And fo it does the 
three various Names which comprifff 
their Relation,; FATHER, SON, at 
HOLY SPIRIT. And ſo it does th 
three ſundry Ad, from which their ſeve 
Relations riſe ; Self ſubſiſtence, Generati 
and Spiration, or Proceſſion. In all which f 
gards the Hypothefts Here, is no whit inf 
rior to That which has ſtood ſo long; 
including the Divine Eſſence, and all its Mod 
And as the Hypotheſis of a Vital TRIN 
TY, is every way equal to that of the 
dal one, as containing the Divine Eſea 
with all the Modes which that challen 
and goes upon; ſo it exceeds it, and is } 
ferravle to it in ſeveral Advantages wih, 
SS | 
It, It is more expreſly own'd, and open 
approt d of in Scripture. That gives to ev: 
PERSON in the TRIAD the Title of LIFE 
but no where ſays that any of them are, fi 
' ariſe by Modes, Yet where the Ab, 0 
Gennineneſt of a Thing is to be fetcht fro 
Revelation, what is moſt agreeable to 
pture, muſt be moſt authentick in it ſe 
And ſo tis clear on which ſide this caſts tl 
Scale in the preſent Cafe ; and how juli 
tet the wiſe judge. Though I'm apt 
think they will all be of A. Limborch's Min;,r. 
whoſe Opinion it is, that the TRINITY 
ought to be treated of, quantum fieri poi 
ziſdem wocibus quibus Spiritus Sanctus 1 ot t. 
| ed 
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Wit eloqui: ar much as can be in the very 
me Mozds which the HO LY GHOST bath 
wer ut to expreſs it by. And muſt not 
Es then be a moſt proper Term for the 
HREE in it? FT: 


led with many Subtilties (according to A. 
mborch) as that ne millefmus quidem di- 
inde percipiat, imd forte nullus ; not one of 
thouſand indeed, nay, perhaps none can un- 


ypotheſis propos d, is but to apprehend 
[bree diſtin® LIFES in One DIVINE ES. 
EME; and ſo the Idea of it is right and 
|. And here lies the difference between the 


wo Hypotheſes. The ffanding one, by 
AH hree Moder (and in a way wnconceivable) 
e, Wiltinguiſhes the Eſſence, as is pretended, 


ito Three ſeveral PERSONS. For each of 
bem is declar d, ſubſtere'per fe, to ſubſiſt by 
Himſelf 5 which is as much as can well be 
firm'd of Humane Perſons that are eſſenti- 
= difint. (Though when by the Schools 
is as ſtifly maintain'd, that tate Pater eff 


hole FATHER i, in the SON, and the 
bole SON is in the FATHER : let the in- 
W:nious determine, whether this Mzxtwre, 
lot to lay Onion of PERSONS: does not 
Tcl- 


vera 2dly, It it more plain and eaſy to be ander- 
Ang . For here the Doctrine of the TRINIE- 
ur is neither incumbred nor intangled Scho- 

Wficorum tricis (as a learned Writer ſays) 
Ap th the Cebool ment Trifles, Nor is it in- 


„and it. For all that is requir d by the 
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Filio, & totws Filins eſt in Patre; tbe 
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der their „ queſtionable.) Th en le: 
other Hypotheſis ſuppoſes Three differem l its \ 
LIFES in the ſame Eſſence. And They brable 
ing of the higheſt and nobleſt Nature poſh wor! 
ble, do there conſtitute Three PERSON ercht 
For the Firſt LIFE ſubſiſting of Himſeiif. F 
begets the Second; and ſo is a true FATHH ore. 
the Second iſſuing from His as begotten ON it 
Him, is as real a SON; the Third LIFE Hl f 
ing breathed from Both, is as ſtri& and gent. th 
ine a SPIRIT: and there's the HOLY NH 
NITY. . And then all theſe being in o 
Subſtance, and enlivening the ſame EſſeneWAIN! 
They are ſo knit together in the AdorabWisd! 
DIVINITY, as to make an Eternal UNIT 
And therefore ſaid our LORD of His FA 
THER and Himſelf, 2 £7 /4h4), St. Jobn 10 
30. We are One. Where, as zz , the Wor 
One, ſignifies their being of one Nature; e 
To be, the Term, We are, fignifies then 
to be two PERSONS ; though Ore (till, : 
contain'd and conjoin'd in the ſame Een: 
And thus the Notion of a TRINITY in 
UNITY ſeems to be Compleat as adequate t. 
the Scripture, and withal very intelligib| 
Inſomuch that I had almoſt. ſaid, after th 
Conceſſion of ſuch VITALITIES, to go abou 
to raiſe Myſtery in the Doctrine of the TRI 
AD; would be next to ſeeking rodumi 
Scirpo, a Knot where it is not to be found 
Whereas the known Hypotheſis is not on 
leſs obvious, but fit to amuſe and quit 
overſet ordinary Chriſtians z and to lea 

| | Evel 
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en learned Speculators, if they trace it in 
| its Windings, into a Labyrinth of inex- 
Wicble Difficulties. Nay, which is infinite- 
worſe, it ſeems to undermine and quite 
rerthrow or nullify the very, TRINITY It 
f, For when the Maintainers of it (as 
ore noted) make the Eſſence and a PER- 
Nin it the ſame, and ſay that they are 
h ſo; and yet at the ſame time affirm: 
at. they differ but according to our way, or 
city of apprebending them: wherice muſt 
ſe PERSONS come, and what muſt this 
amrrr be > The PERSONS muſt: be 
id by Us only in a Speculative or, Cogi- 
tive way ; and ſo the TRINITY: muſt be 
ta Notibaal or [deat one at beſt; 
» 16 And:thus the Vital TRINITY. as to Plain- 
ſ and Intelligibleneſs, is very preferrable to 


Tt 


ere 


theuhree Diffetent LIFE S aforgſaid in the Di- 
Ine Eſſence; which who cannot appre- 
end Whereas in the Latter that very Eſ- 
W&2c< muſt be diſtinguiſht into Three PER- 
ate (ONS: by three Modifications. But then that 
Wis Eſſence as a Self. ſubſiſtent FATHER, 
r th ould modify it by Generation, (when it is 
abo o Eſſence) and beget it into a SON ; 
TRIEd that this Self. ſubſiſtent FATHER; and 


un i egotten SON ſhould modify their Eſſence 


ein by Spiration, and breathe it into an 
on LY SPIRIT; and that this HOLY: SPL. 
ir ſhould have the ſame Eſſence that is 
oth Theirs, Breathed by Them to * 

| that 


ie Modal One. For the Former conſiſts of 
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that by Proceſſion it may be Hir; and last a p20 
that theſe ſhould be PERSONS really d _ 
ſtinct when they are thus conſubſtantial an Anis mi 
coeſſential: This muſt be a Riddle too hu oncilia 


for the quickeſt and wiſeſt Oedipas to umſol pight | 
abſurd to be tre. Prrine of 
Should any here cry out, You are all ini ery be 
wrong therefore, for by your own Confeſliaſhandled 
the Divine Eſſence is not to raiſe DivinWute ; t 
PERSONS. Be it fo. I will next thereſa Has ſw: 
abſtract that Eſſence, and then, pray, vb belie 
are thofe PERSONS? They muſt be ne&(@FRINI] 
Modes, they can be no better, there bei ommor 
theſis) in the TRINITT. And take hate v. 
Divine Eſſence from them, and ſo 3hem fru rac d v 
that; and where ſhall we ſind them? Hair of 
in the Air they cannot, they have not BeingWet wit 
good enough to do it; and fo can ois was 
float in our Minds; and muſt they not the d no 1 
be goodly things to conſtitute a GloriouſÞ that 
TRINITY > Yet if they act in conjundiof whis 
with the Divine Eſſence, the Proceedingey bei 
mult be as they have been reprefented ; anents - 
ſo inſufferable, and indeed impoſſible. ey fe 
Were it demanded, How came the Dodruſight t 

of the Schools, touching the TRINITY, ie thei 
be ſo generally receiv'd by Men, when it is Mroper. 
faulty ? And what made them ſo tenaciou pled 1 
i I might aſſign this for one Cauſe, if neated 


for the Prizcipal Occaſion. That the HOLore r 


TRINITT went all along under the Notigcy we 
5 | 0 |; f 
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hf a profound Byltery, And then though 


range things were written concerning It, 
his might ſeemingly legitimate them by 
onciliating good Reputation to them. This 
pight be veslon 43G, the chief Fallacy 
What beguil'd ſo. many. And though the Do- 
trine of It was abſard and falſe, yet a My- 
cry being pretended: to be wrapt up and 
Wandled in it, it thereby gained ſuch Re- 
ite ; chat the bitter Pill thus finely gilded, 
Was ſwallow'd greedily. People being made 
o believe there was deep Myſtery in the 
Nr v, and being ſtrongly: ſettled in a 
ommon Faith that It could never be under- 
vod ; they were thus prepar'd to receive 
Whatever was taught of it, if it was hut 
tac d with a ſparkiſh Wit, and had but an 
Wir of Learning in it. Then, though they 
Wet with what they could not apprebend, 
is was no bar at all to their Beli-aing it, 
nd no more than they expected to meet with 
that Doctrine ; the very Genius or Strain 
f which was every where gſticul. Nay, 
Ney being thus prejudie d, and their Judg - 
ents foreſtall d; the more unintelligible 
ey found thoſe: Doctrines to be, they 
ſight think the leſs they were hound to re- 
e them: they being for that but the more 
Nroper, as they were more agreeable to ſup- 
oſed Truth in the Cafe, and to the Subject 
eated of. And ſo they might not only be 
ore ready to receive, but withal think 
ey were more bound to maintain them, and 
| to 
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That it might be thus is more than probiz 
le from what follows. GOD, We know, is 
Mifnitely Wiſe and Good; and as when He 
Wrcated Men He made them Rational Beings, 
» when He honour'd them with the Chriſtian 
eligion, it was not to impair but improve their 
tzaſon. Not to poſe it with Difficulties, and 
ale it with Intricacies, (like che Quirkiſh 
heology of the Quodlibetary DoQtors ;) but 
entertain and regale it with the nobleſt Diſ- 
weries of ſublime and Heavenly Truths: 
mongſt which the Doctrine of the TRINITY 
ems to be one. And that Chriſtians in 
mmon are to believe that, the Catholick 
hurch has ſufficiently proved. I mean, by 


Wunmaries of our Faith neceſſary to'Salya- 
on; and making the Doctrine of the TRI- 
ITY the very Burtben of them, as I may 
y, and the fulleſt Article in the ſame. And 
hen GOD in His holy Word, and by His 


pon it that its Doctrine is ſuch as we may 
yer d in the ſacred Books. Bur if here we 
lo far as tis needfull we ſhould underſtand it;) 


ut becauſe we are defective in ſearching in- 
| to 


er compoſing ſeveral 'Creeds for our Uſe, as 


iy Church, commends the Faith of the 
eſſed TRINITY to us; we may ground 


tflcrably underſtand, if we do but conſult, and 
ly conſider, and examine into it as it is de- 


re remiſs, or be not very intent and heedfull; 
e may reſt in Ignorance, or run on in Error 
long time. Not becau'e the Point we are 
d ſeek in, is agair/t our Reaſon, or above it 
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will be by an Induction of Particulars. I 


Vith the Belief of any things as Articles g 


far as to be very uſeful to us. 


| Goſpel to be Myſterious, and yet are nc 
' frridtly ſo; or at leaſt are not left to us 1 


commended, are conſiderably unfolded ; oral 


4 Brief Explication ß 
to it. For of all the Religions in the World 
that of our LORD CHRIST we may be fu 
will never impoſe upon our Reaſon, much le{ 
oblige us to lay it afide, that fo we may en 
brace the chief Article in it. And conſequent 
ly He requiring us to Believe the TRINI 
that's enough to convince us we may dy 
apprehend it, provided we take the rig 
Courſe to do it. And therefore in all proby 
bility neither our Religion, nor yet the G0 
ſpel which binds it upon us, are either of then 
ſo tyrannical, or ill· natur d; as to charge y 
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Faith, which we cannot pretty well and fair 
ly conceive. How obſcure ſoever they my 
be in their Modes, yet in their Nature the 
are not pure, abſolute, and perfect Myſlen 
For as an Article of Faith the holy Wor 
teaches nothing, which is ſo wy/tical as to bt 
unintelligibie. Nothing at all but what ma 
be well underſtood in the main; in a gener 
way, that is, and in competent meaſure, or { 


The moſt effectual courſe to clear up thi 


remarking, that is, what things are ſaid init 


ſuch, but at the ſame time that they are n 


leaſt may be fo by devout and ſtudious Dil 
gence. They are theſe Three chiefly. 


Ti 


tie HOLY TRINITY. $3 


The Incarnation of CHRIST. 

His Union with His Church. 1255 
And the Reſurrection of our Bodies. 
iſt, The Incarnation of CHRIST. GOD 
nifeſted in the Fleſh, is expreſly ſaid to be 
great Myſtery, 1 Tim, 3.16. But then it is 
aciouſly explain d. For (as we are told 

om Heaven) a Body being prepared for 

im in the Womb of the Bleſſed Virgin, by 

e HOLY GHOST which came upon her, 

nd the Power of the Higheſt which over- 
"W:dow'd her; and this Body thus conceived 

ing animated ; there was the Nature of Man 

"mpleat. And then the Eternal SON of 

od, according to His own Prediction, f Lo + Pſal. 40. 
come, condeſcending by humble #vowwunlooy, 7- 
Incorporation, to aſſume. the humane Na- 

Ire, and join it Perſonally to His Divine: | 
re was the [ncarnation perfected. And is 1 
is above the Chriſtians Underſtanding ? 
ow it is done indeed none can tell; but 
at Ignorance hinders neither the Fact, nor 
Ir believing it. For the ſame moſt Wiſe 
d Powerful GOD that could fo unite a 
UL and a BODY as to make them both 
t one Man, all muſt grant could eaſily join 
imſelf to Humane Nature, fo as to make 
t one Perſon, 
The ſecond is the Dnion of CHRIST with 

e Church. That likewiſe is pronounc'd 4 
eat Myſtery, Eph. 5. 31: yet how ealy is it 

d be open'd ? For as by His Aſſumption of 
r Nature He ang we are literally one _ 
E 2 0 
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Truth ol it is ſufficiently confirm'd in Seri 


A Brief Explication of 
ſo by Regeneration and Righteouſneſs, Hud Pro 
cleaving to Him in holy Life, and by confornſfcitainl 
ing to His heavenly Temper, we are ſpirin her S. 
ally united. The Apoſtle {peaks the ſame th heir na 
in different Words. He that is joined to Meir fe 
LORD is one Spirit, 1 Cor. 6. 17. And wi And 
Chriſtian apprehends not this too? or tha! 

The third is the Reſurreſction of the Body, Ie kill'c 
Work ſo difficult that GOD: only can efeMWon A 
and ſeemingly ſo impoſſible that none art; a 
Chriſtians do believe it. Yet it being a priſ hriate ii 
cipal Article of their Faith, for that reaſon Wo to / 
ſhould not wholly ſurpaſs their KnowledgWhich 1 
And therefore indeed it does not. For as tion w 
feed th 
fay, 
onvin 


g out . 


ture; fo by That, and Experience, the thi 
is ſo illuſtrated, that we may ſee a great wi 
into it. | 

For Scripture acquaints us that it is tol 
done by the Power of GOD. GOD will 
up us by His Own Power, 1 Cor. 6. 14. A 


therefore when the Fews deny'd the Reſunſe wh 
ction, our LORD charg'd their Error there 
their Ignorance of Scripture, and of the Mum, 
vine Omnipotence: ye do err, not knowing i eviden 
Scriptures, and the Power of GOD. And Ndeſtroy 
the ſame Scripture tells us that GOD grves ſomerh 


every Seed his own Body, 1 Cor. 15. 38: (0 : 
the Sequel of that Chapter, the Body of MfÞbe ann 
bury'd, is ſaid over and over to be Sdlifiged nei 
Which plainly informs, and withal aſſurcqother | 
that every ones dead Body has that in it vi turn d 
is analogous and (quipollent to Seed. © 


” 


the HOLY TRINITY. 

2 out of that Seed by the Almighty Power 
nd Providence, new Bodies of Men ſhall as 
ttainly ſpring up at the laſt Day; as any 
ther Seeds committed to the Ground yield 
heir natural Fruits in ſeaſon, according to 
heir ſeveral Kinds and Properties. 

And then Experience helps here likewiſe. 
or that ſhews that though the Body of Man 
e kill d, and eaten by Caunibals, and in com- 
on Apprehenſion is become their Bodies in 
art ; and fo ſome Bodies might ſeem appro- 
riate in good meaſure to "ſeveral Souls, and 
0 to ſome Souls 0 Bodies ſhould remain: 
yhich may ſeem to ſome to clog the Reſurre- 
tion with an invincible Difficulty, and is in- 

Need the grand Objeftion againſt it: yet here 
fay, plain Experience relieves us. For it 
onvinces us, that by all the force of Fire, 
he fierceſt and moſt devouring Element we 
Wnow ;- and by all the Wit of Men in the 
Art of Chymiſtry, which has mighty power- 
al Operations; the Body of Man can never 
xe. wholly waſted, nor yet diſpers d. - Still 
here will remain what they call Caput Mor- 
um,” 4 dead Principle at laſt. Whence it is 
vident, that when all is done upon Earth to 
deſtroy the Humane Body; there will be 
ſomething left. Something that can't be con- 
quer d. That can't be conquer d ſo far as to 
be annihilated. No, nor fo far as to be chan- 
ped neither; not fo chang d, I mean, by an- 
other Body that eats it, as to be digeſted, and 
turn d into any part of it ſelf, And then it 
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A Brief Explication of | 
fairly may, and in all probability it mu} H 
the Seed intimated by the Apoſile to the c 
rinthians. That very Seed from which by iii 
Workings of Omnipotence the glorious Bodi 
ſhall at length riſe. | : 
And if Bodies thus wiolently treated, offi 
leave a Subſtance behind them out of whit 
far better, and much finer Bodies may be mad ; 
then when they only die naturally, and 5 
bury'd in the Earth or Sea, and ſo rot an x 
turn to duſt : how eaſy will it be (thoug 
that Duſt is diſſipated, and to our thinking 
loſt) to Almighty Power and Wiſdom, out of | 
to raiſe as excellent Bodies for the Righteon, 
as we are informed they ſhall be 2 And wh 
neither Nature nor Y7olence can force humg 
Bodies utterly out of being; but till ther 
will be ſome retains extant to afford fref 
Bodies, when GOD ſhall pleaſe to reſuſcitat 
and renew them: the Reſurrection is not | 
cloſe a Myſtery, but Chriſtians may hay 
clear Conceptions of it. And ſo it can ne! 
ye be call'd or counted a Myſtery inex/l 
One thing indeed, if GOD had not beer 
pleaſed to diſcover it, would have been aM 
fery, and moſt. inexplicable; and that is thi 
Changing of the Bodies of Living Saints, whe 
thoſe of the Dead {hall be raiſed. Our GOD 
and SAVIOUR at His ſecond Advent {hal 
judge the £uick and the Dead. But the De 
ctrine of Glorious Bodies relating only to ſucl 
Bodies as ſhould then be dead, and at that time 
i f 79. 


0 


the HOLY TRINITY. 
1eviv'd ; what could we have thought ſhould 
then become of the Bodies of the Living ? We 
night have ſuntnis d that they ſhould be Seck 
dad in order to their Reſurrection and Glori- 
fication. That we might not therefore be at a 
loſs here, St. Paul was order d to reveal this, and 
to call upon us to mind the Revelation, I 5 
15.51. "Is, behold, 1 

We ſhall not "all ſleep, But we ſhall all bz cha 
ged. And this methinks looks like a kind of 
Pledge. « on GOD's part, that in our Religion 
Wl there's nd. inexplicable Myſtery (to gravel our 
Reaſon) recommended by Him as an Article 
Jof our Faith: when He took care not only to 
xcquaint us wich this Secret, but alſo to in- 
form us when, and in how Port a ſpace of 
time it ſhould be done; at the laſt trump; 
and i» a moment, in the . LF an 
- Ia 

| "Yer bete l muſt drop this Cation. 
T aſſert that the aforeſaid My/eries are key 
d dark, nor deep, but they may be compe- 
tently underſtood ; that Aſſertion extends not 
to the Modes of the Particulars mention d. 
They are Myſterious things ſtill, and fo very 
intricate as to be inſerutable. To find. out 
how our LORD was Incarnate, and 5 He is 
join'd to His, and how the ead ſhall be rai» 
led ; is impoſſible here. And ſo it is to Yes 
ſry how the PERSONS ate in the Bleſſed 
IRIAD. And no wonder at all when we 
know ſo little that way of our ſelves, For 
though every one of 1 a Soul and Body 
4 Vis 
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Centre of the Earth. And when the Modes 


4 


A Brief Explication of 
vitally conjoin d, yet we know not how it i; 
done. We are every whit as unable to ex 
plain the Mode of it as we are to fly up in; 
moment to the Stars, or to dig down to the 


ay of { 
and Elo 
qui eſt 
Meſſiah 


ate WORL 
in our own Frame are ſo unſearchable to u Nor 


can we think of apprehending thoſe glorioy Meſſiah 
ones in the TRINITY : That for the ſecondſ Tear he 
Advantage the Vital has of the Moda! Tl. Julian 
NITY ; it is more plain and eaſy in the Do- hes, 
Qrine of it. 405 So wh 
The third is this. If fairly ſolves the Incar ¶ Plotinu 
nat ion of our LORD ZESOS, which by the Mo- with 
dal one cant ſo.well be done, That the WORD Wl obus 
was made Fleſh, the Evangeliſt aſſures us, Sr, W ide cun 
John 1. 14. And that by the WORD, the WW dine P 
Meſſiah, or SON of GOD was meant, the Ni of 0 
Jews knew very well; as appears from the Wi in 71 
Chaldee Paraphraſt. For where it is ſaid, Tow WStrang 
appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth, Iſa. I. 14 : the NCHRI 
Targum . renders. it, d my WWOD hateth, Nexpou 
And where GOD declares, Iſrael ſhall be ſa- © But 
wed by the LORD, 1ſa. 45. 17 : the Targun Ithat v 
ſays, 11 a by the Mod of. the LOAD, Hof G0 


- And where GOD tells his Prophet, 7 am with made 


. 

he D 
Being 
the F/ 
Eſſenc 
elf . 
ond, 


Yay, 


thee to deliver thee, Jer. 1. 8; the Targum ex. 
— 2 by d ſlill, my Moꝛd i with thee 
to. deliver thee. I add but one Text more, 
though I might bring in ſeveral z The LORD 
faith unto my LORD, fit thou at my right hand, 
Pſal. 110. 1. Where the Zargum has it, the 
LORD ſaid, waa? to his (vw, fit thou at 
3). right band, Well therefore might A 

n e 


1 "= 


tze HOLY TRINITY. 


il fy of Mozd, that *:is often ud for Jehovah, 
ll ind Elohim, denotans Meſſiam, five Chriſtum, 
ni eſt æternum Dei Verbum; denoting the 
e Meſſiah, or CHRIST who # the eternal 
WORD of GOD., 
„Nor was the WORD known to be the 
ol Meſtah's Name to the Jews only, but to 
ol Heathens alſo. And therefore as the Apoſtate 
„ Jalian could call CHRIST, in his 51ſt Epiſt. 
„e,, Oe, Acyov : FESUS, GOD, WORD : 
So when Amelius the Philofopher, Diſciple to 
Plotiuus, and Contemporary and School. fellow 
with Origen, conſider d the Beginning of St. 
Johns Goſpel, he ſware, Per Jovem Barbarus 
ie cum noſtro Platone ſentit verbum Dei in or- 
dine Principij eſſe : By Jupiter that Barbarian 
is of our Plato's Mind, that the Word of GOD 
d in the Rank of a Principle. Nor are the Turks 
Strangers to this, for their Alcoran giving 
CHRIST the Title of Word, which Achmet 
expoundeth, the Son of Mary. 

- But though the WORD was made Fleſh, and 
that WORD be own'd for CHRIST the SON 
of GOD; yet His IJnacarnation can never be 
made out, if we adhere to a Modal TRINI- 
TY. For in that there are but Two Thing 
he Divine Eſſence, and its Modes, which yielc 
B:ing to Three PERSONS, Here therefore 
the FATHER muſt be the Firſt, as He is that 
Eſſence modify d one way ; namely, by being 
Self-ſubfiſkent. The SON muſt be the Se- 
ond, as He is that Eſfence modify d another 
Jay, that is, by being Begotten. And the 
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| being as well modify'd into the PERSON « 
| the FATHER, and the PERSON of the 


HOST. (their Eſeuce and the SON's being 


muſt be z#carnate at once. Which admit (28 
how can it be avoided?) and it would {ct in 


as the Son 2 Apply this to the Caſe in hand, 


© © } Brief Explication of 5 
HOLY GHOST muſt be the Third, as He is] bot 


that Eſſence modify'd another way, to wit, by be t. 


being Breathed. Now the SON being th Caut 
Second PERSON, when He was Incarnate He 
was bypoſtatically united to the Humanity Mt 
took. And then His PERSON conſiſting « 
thr Whole Divine Eſſence (which has been no 
ted to have no Parts) and that whole Eſſence 


HOLY GHOST, as into the PERSON » 
the SON; and being but one and the ſan; 
Eſſence ſtill: what could hinder the PERSON 
of the FATHER, and that of the HOLY 


numerically the fame) from being united 4 
much to the Humane Nature as the SON? 
And yet if they were, the whole TRINITY 


numberleſs Abſurdities. But notwithſtanding 
that, by the School Hypotheſis the TRIN|- 
TY's Incarnation will be neceſſary. For ſip- 
poſe a Man that is a Father, and at the fame 
time a- Sox, and at the ſame time a Saint, 
were marry'd to a Woman: muſt not the 
Father and the Saint be ſo joined to her as well 


The Divine Eſſence one way called, related, 
and modify'd; is the FATHER ; Another way 
the SON; And another way, the HOL 
GHOST: And ſo when the SON is it 
Perſonal Union with the Humanity, mul 

A got 


tbe HOLY TRINITY. 


hot the FATHER and the HOLY GHOST 
be the like? No, may ſome ſay, there's no 
Cauſe for it; for not the Eſſexce, but the Per- 
ſon is here united. Let us therefore in thought 
withdraw the Eſſeuce, and when that is done, 
what can remain? Nothing but a Name, a 
Relation, -or a Mode : and conſequently what 
can GOD's Glorious SON incarnate be ? but 
an incarnate Name, an incarnate Relation, or 
an incarnate Mode? which amounts but to an 
incarnate Nothing. Eſpecially as to our Re- 
n the principal Aim, and profeſt De- 
ign ot it. 1 | 
"M But if it beretorted, Vl ir wt de the ſame 
8 with your LIFES? I anſwer, no. For they are 
real things, and really difti»#, and really the 
of igheft Principles, or Perfections in the GOD- 
vil HEAD; (whica Modes, that are leſs than 
fl Accidents, can't be:) and ſo the Second LIFE 
n there may be incarnate, and the Firſt, and 
1 Third as free as ever. As the Senſitive Life 
% in 4, may by peccant or morbifick Humouts 
which invade, or ineroach upon it, be clogg'd 
and ſunk ; when neither the National, or Ve- 
getative are at all affected. And this again 
may render the Vital TRINITY more ac- 
ceptable than the Modal; becauſe it cuts off 
the Train of ruſul Abſurdities from our 
LOR as Incarnation, which that draws al- 
ter it, 0 RACE | 
Should any offer to take off what I urge, 
by alledging here's no Abſurdity, but great 
and dark Myſtery only in the Caſe. Should 
they 


62 A Brief Explication of 
they ſuggeſt that here's a moſt awful and ve. 
nerable Secret; and that to pry into it too 
much, or to ſearch it too deep would be bold, 
and rude, and moſt dangerous Preſumption; 

if not ſinſul and damnable Curioſity: Iwould 
reply. Tbis is the unhappy (I don't ſay the 
deſigned) Cheat or Fallacy. that has been put 
upon us. This is that which has hitherto 
conceal'd the Glorious TRIAD, and kept it 
ſo much, and ſo long in the dark. And tru- 
1y I muſt own that the Schools Doctrine of it 
Js very myſtical. But then ] beg leave to add 
(though 1 ſpeak it with much Reluctancy) ſ⸗ 
indeed is all manner of 'Nonſenſe ; and if this 
be not a notorious Piece of it, let the lutelli 
gent think and judge. 
But what, may ſome be ready to fay, can 
Jou deſpiſe, or dare you revile the HOLY 
TRINITY. : Oh! no, by no means; GOD 
for bid; I had tatber dye a thouſand Deaths, 

The real TRINITY of Three VITALIIIES, 
or Living PERSONS in One Eſſence, I ds- 
ſpiſe not. I eſteem it highly, and moſt hunt 
bly adore it; I delight in it, and deſire to 
Jove it above all things, and to be ſwallow 
up with ſweet Admiration of it. But the 
Doctrine of the Schools concerning it, even in 
- honour. to That Glorious TRINIIV, I can- 
not approve of, it is ſq incongruous and di- 
graceful to it. To think the Glorious TRIAD 
ſhould be owing to Three Modes, what in 
common Theory can be more ſorry and ſenſe 
Jeſs? And fo in our Creed, or Chriſtian Faitl 

Mole 


the HOLY TRINITY. 


more nauſeous and deteſtable 3 Were I a Jew, 


a Turk, or an Infidel, and did I incline to 
the Chriſtian Religion; ſhould I in my 


way to it meet with this Doctrine and tho- 
roughly conſider it: it might check my Mo- 
tion towards it, if not turn me from it. And 
well it might when 'tis inconſiſtent with our 
SAVIOUR's Incarnation, upon which Chriſti- 
anity is founded. For as with Men, who are 
Rational Creatures, nothing that is aureaſona- 
ble can well be approv'd and believd; ſo with 
Chriſtians whoſe Religion is as pure from on- 
ſenfical, as it is from corrupt Principles: no- 
thing of either kind ought to be impos'd or 
receiv d as an Article of Faith. And therefore 
its verieſt Myſteries (as hath been hinted) 
are free from ſuch odious and inſufferable 
Faults. Nay, the TRINITY It (elf is ſo far 
from being an hidden and wnſearchable Myt 
ſtery, that in the main It is fairly intelligible, 
though not according to the Schools Do- 
ctrine. 

In taking leave of which, I ask this plain 
Queſtion. Is there a real FATHER, a real 
SON, and a real HOLY GHOST in the 
GODHEAD? If there is, there muſt be a real 
TRINITY too. But on the other ſide, if 
They be only fiftitious, the TRINITY will 
be Phantaſtick like them. Then though there 
be a real Heaven, yet as the Zodiact, and its 
Conſtellations, as a Circle, and ſeveral Crea- 
tures in it, are ſuppoſititious; ſo though there 
be a real Divine Eflence, yet the — 

an 
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and Its PERSONS will be but Imaginary. 
Nay, which is worſe, they muſt be ſtrange 
and monſtrous Things. For if the ſame E. 
ſence which is the FATHER; muſt be the 
SON, and be the HOLY GHOST, (and 
there's nothing elſe to be the Subſtance of 
Them all at once ;) then the real FATHER 
Who begets, muſt be the real SON begotten ; 
and the real HOLY GHOST Who is breath'd 
by Both, muſt be really His Own Spiration. 
So that drive this Hypotheſis to the Head, and 
then conſider if in lieu of Myſtery there be 
not worſe things in it, at leaſt abſolute Impo/- 
fibilities. 

Now when from what has been ſaid it plain- 
ly appears, that neither GOD's bare Eſſence a- 
lone, nor His Common Attributes, nor yet His 
Eſſence with its Modes of Subjiſting (according 
to the old Hypotheſis) can yield the PER. 
SONS in the TRINITY : I muſt ſtill inſiſt 
upon it, why may They not proceed from 
Dibine Life, or why. may They not be Three 
ſuch LIEEs, and ſo be juſtly call'd VITALI 
TIES ? | 

To authenticate or ſupport which their De- 
nomination, This Fifth and laſt Reaſon may be 
uſeful. GOD Himſelf makes great account of 
Hu LIFE, and ſets even the higheſt Eſtimate 
upon it. So much is evident from His Swear- 
ing by it, and by that chiefly; AS J live: at 
leaſt Twenty Times in the Holy Book. And as 
that is the Fozm, I may ſay, of GOD's 
Oath, and from thence it appears us He 
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wears by His LIFE ; ſo it is farther obſerva- 


ble, that He never ſwears but &y Himſelf : 
and therefore where he declares he bath taken 
an Oath, He does it thus, By mp (elf bave F 
ſworn, From which Two Expreſſions it may 
be inferr d, or argu'd, that GOD's LIFE is 
HIS SELF. And then the Three in the DEI+ 
TY may with more Reaſon and Authority 
ſtill be calbd VITALITIES. Fl 

Nor can He indeed ſwear by any but Him- 
ſelf. For as Jews have one true and known 
Herd amongſt them in reference to Man's 
Swearing ; He that ſweareth muſt ſwear by that 
which is above him; ſo Chriſtians in relation 
to GOD's Swearing have another ; and of 
greateſt weight as well as truth, as coming 
from on bigh : - Becauſe He can ſwear by na 
greater, He ſware by Himſelf, Heb. 6. 13. 


wears not by auother, but by Himſelf. And 
why 2 becauſe 80% Ard xedirlo og m r 
deus &. : Nothing is better than He who is the 
beſt of all. And for the ſame reaſon he by 
and by. affirms, 6 J @EQE Ars aig, » 
uaglugiz. eawmrh : GOD is Fs own Cres 
dential, and a moſt firm Teſtimony to Him- 
elf. | 
I deny not but in Scripture GOD is call'd 
by other Appellatives. For He is there ſaid 
to be a Shield, a Fortreſs, a Rock, a Buckler, 
a Tower, a Light, a conſuming Fire, &c. But 
then He is LIFE literally, and without a Me- 
taphor. That's no figurative, but a real thing 

in 


| Phzlo's Saying therefore is remarkable; GOD | Leg. 
egor. J. 2. 


Leg. Ab 
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in Him; His Prime and nobleſt Perfectia 


and next to His very Eſſence, as being indeed 
His only Active Power, or the ſource of it. 
Inſomuch that were not His ALMͤIGH I. 
NESS it ſelf inſpir d with it, as I may ay, 
it would be but a dull, liſtleſs, and dead Ju. 
potence, And truly ſo far do all His other 
Properties depend upon This, and derive force 
from it, that none can be imployed by Him 
without it. And when Divine LIEE is ſo 
Cardinal a Principle or Perſection in the 
GODHEAD ; VITALITIES can be no in. 
proper Title for the Three PERSONS in it. 
Nay, conſidering that Scripture calls every 
of Them LIFE, and that LIFE is the Chief 
Excellency in the DEITY, and that They 
act as They are LIFES, and that by vital Ad. 
they are diſtinguiſht, and Two of Them from 
Eternity emerged into Living Agents : VITh- 
LITIES muſt not only be a very ñt, but alſo 
the moſt emphatical Name for Them. 

And that they muſt ſpring up from LIFE 
is probable from hence; that ſomewhat ix the 
DIVINITY mu(t needs yield Them. Elſe GOD 
would have ſomething in Him that is not 
Himſelf, but foreign to His Nature, which 
His pureſt Simplicity cannor admit of. And 
if their riſing from any external thing be u 
fecible ; what is there, or what can there be 
in the Divine Nature ſo like to afford Them 
as what I go upon as the genuine thing, name- 
ly, LIFE? 
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In caſe it be demanded, Why That ſhould 
be It? and How it came to be ſo? I anſwer, 
upon Two Accounts. 

Upon account of its Excellency. 
And upon account of its Energy. 

iſt, Dpon account of its great Excellency. 
And moſt fit and reaſonable it is, that the 
Divine PERSONS infinitely Perfect in them- 
ſelves, ſhould reſult from the moſt ſuper-ex- 
cellent Principle or Perfection in the DEITY. 
But then. how can they riſe from Modes 2 
For they being mean and diſparaging things, 
and yet being the very Forms of thoſe PER» 
SONS, and ſo their chief Excellencies as 
conſtituting their Perſonalities ; what a ſinſ- 
ing Diſgrace muſt they be to them? Where- 
as Divine LIFE is as exalting, as being of 
moſt tranſcendent Excellency: ſo high, and 
o great, as indeed to be incomprehenſible. 
And therefore ſhould any ask what the 
LIFE in GOD is? I could not anſwer that 
Queſtion better than with ie: What is 
Life i our ſelves? And then deſire the Que- 


elent thing we have. For without it we can 
neither have Heat, nor Breath, nor Motion, 
nor Nouriſbment, nor Growth ; nor yet Senſe, 
nor Reaſon, nor Speech, nor the leaſt Percep- 
tion, or Uſe of the ſame. And then let them 
define, or deſcribe this Life as well as they 
can; and when they have done, reverently 
lift up their Minds to GOD, and believe, 
and conſider, that His LIFE is Infinite, and 

F 28 


riſte to think, that tis certainly e moſt Ex- 
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as Perfect as Himſelf : and ſo perhaps they 
may beſt come to a low Idea, or due Noti. 
on of it. And then they may pleaſe to think 
farther, that if we can have three different 
kinds, or degrees of Life in aw, as we actu- 
ally have; why ſhould not the infinitely 
Perfect GOD, as well have Three diſtin@ and 
infinitely glorious LIFES in His infinitely 
Glorious BEING? And that the THREE 
PERSONS in the GODHEAD ſhould be 
ſuch LIFES, rather than rife from three 
Modes of Subfifting ; muſt be infinitely more 
agreeable to their own Excellency, and to 
GOD's MAJESTY. 

. 2dly, The Three PERSONS in the HOLY 
GODHEAD ſpring from the Divine LIFE, 
by virtue of its wonderful Energy. For tha, 
as has been ſaid, is the moſt Active Power 
in the LEIIT. And indeed all the Ads 
which the ALMIGHTY does, proceed from 
the Energy of Divine LIFE, be they Out- 
ward, cr Inward. 

As for His Outward Acts, they are thoſe 
which reach to and terminate in the Crea- 
ture, And though His common Attributes 
diſtinguiſh them into Good, Merciful, Holy, 
Juſt &cz as they are influenc d or tincturd 
by thoſe Attributes: yet theſe Acts make no 
Diſtinction at all in the GODHEAD. And 
how ſhould th ey when (tho they be done by 
it) they are perfectly external, and done 
quite out of it, as to their Scope and Termr 
nation? 

| lt 


the HOLY TRINITY. 


But then the Internal Acts are of a diffe- 
tent Nature and Efficiency. Though they 
proceed from the ſame Vital Principle with 
the External; yet as they ſtop within the 
DEITY, ſo they ſpend their force in multi- 


plying its LIFE by doubling and trebling It; 


and ſo giving Being to the Glorious TRIAD. 
This is a ſound and ſufficient Reaſon why 
from Life, and from that alone the ado: 
rable PERSONS ſhould riſe; becauſe That's 
the moſt Excellent of all Divine Perfections, 
and likewiſe the moſt Active one: and fo 
by Its infinite Energy could work upon 
Its ſelf in way of natural and diverſify ing 
Multiplication. | 

Nor need this ſeem ſtrange if what has 
been ſaid be duly weigh'd. For LIFE of all 
things being moſt energetick, and its Energy 
in the GODHEAD as Infinite as It felf ; it 
may very well be a greater Wonder that its 
Multiplication reaches but to Three, than 
that it ſhould go ſo far. The beſt Reaſon 
for its taking up there, ſeems to be Its Inca- 
pacity of increaſing into one LIFE more, e- 
qual to the other. What elſe could reſtrain 
Its boundleſs Energy, and give check to its 
multiplicative Progreſs ? For though thoſe 
LIFES have All but one Effence, and are fo 
far equal; yet they being Three in Order, 
FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST; the 
Firſt naturally exiſting ; the Second myſteri- 
ouſly Begotten by Him; and the Third incon- 
ceivably Breath'd by both : this intimates 

NY F 2 that 
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that in them there is ſomething of Priori ¶ vin 
and Sequency ; and ſomewhat amongſt them I it 
like venerable Subordination, and gradual Di. I of 
ſtindtion. And then as the Firſt is the High- WM FA 
et LIFE, the Laſt may be the Lomeſt that can i GH 
be in their Rank. So that were a Fourth to The 
iſſue from the Three, as a Third does from Ord: 
the Two; He would be of ſuch Inferiority I del, 
as not to be ſuitable to the reſt, and conſe. The 
quently incapable of being a PERSON in 2 Co, 
the Glorious DIVINITY. And thus it be. | we! 
ing not poſſible for any of the ſame Quality, J IIlin 
or Superlative Dignity to iſſue from Them; Bein, 
it muſt be impoſſible that to their number One. 

more ſhould be added. ; in th 

Yet when That LIFE is ſo energetich, s their 
by Its natural Operation in and upon Ig $00c 
own Redundancy, of One to become Three; 
is not here good Reaſon again for their be- 
ing call'd VITALITIES 2 Were there any 
other Word ſignifying LIFES in a more 
pregnant or elevated Senſe ; it might well 
be us d of thoſe Glorious ones, and moſt 
properly -apply'd to Them as Vital PER. 

SONS. 

But though I all along tile Them PER. 

SONS, it muſt be noted, that They are not 

PERSONS like Gs, but very different. So 

| D. Aug. the Pious || Father fignity'd, when He ſpake 

<r. 180, thus to his Hearers. Quando ung; Perſons 

5 appello, rogo vos, re me putetis Perſonas homr 

num dicere. Ego Perſenas in Paire, & Filt, 

CSpiritu Sano non dico, quaſi Perſonas Jo 
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"TR Whenever I mention PERSONS, I 
intreat you, not to think I ſpeak of the Perſons 


of Men. I ſpeak not of PERSONS in the 


FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY 


GHOST, as if they were Perſons of Men. No, 
They are of an infinitely higher Nature and 
Order, For as we are Perſons in part Corpo- 
real, and They wholly Spiritual; and fo 
They are PERSONS in a Finer, and we in 


a Coarſer way: ſo They are only Vitallh, and 


we Eſſentially diſtin& : They Eternal, and 
Illimited; we of Yeſterday, and of narrow 
Beings. 

And here I can't but ſay, the Schools are 
in the right; (Nor need we wonder that in 
their Heaps of Chaff there ſhould be ſome 


good Grain.) + Hoc nomen, PERSONA, F 4cquin. 


Sum. The- 
ol. Ia. q. 


0 529. 3. 


de Deo dicatur, non tamen eodem modo quo 

dicitur de Creaturis, ſed excellentiori 2 
ſo they afhrm. It is convenjent that the Title 
PERSON ſhould be given to GOD, yet it 1 
not ſpoken of Him the ſame way as it is ſaid 

of Creatures, but in a more excellent manner. 
The not duly conſidering which Diffe- 
rence, may occaſion Doubting whether there 
are PERSONS in the DEITY or no. I ſpeak 
it by ſome little Experience, as being once 
brought ſomewhat to fluctuate in this Point, 
by not heeding that very thing. For how 
can there be Three PERSONS Eſſentially 
diſtin, where the Eſſence is but one? And 
therefore where things are pronounc'd Per- 
ſons, and that Notion (as 'tis apt to do) 
F 3 draws 
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draws Men to conſider themſelves are Per. 


ſons ; and they perceive they are ſo as they 
are ſingle Beings, entire in themſelves, and 
Ter ſeparate from others: they pre. 
ently conclude, as well they may, that they 
who are ſo Three, can't be really One. And 
then if they apply this Rule to the TRIN l. 
TY, and ſuppoſe Three ſuch PERSONS in 
That ; they plainly admit even monſtrous 
Abſurdity, and own that flat Contradiction 
may be true: by concluding that three Eſ: 
ſentially diſtind, may in Eſſence be Dne. 

Yet this muſt nevertheleſs be allow; 
that though the Glorious THREE are in 
one Eſſence, They may notwithſtanding 
that, be neither /eſs proper, nor more inner- 
e Only They are 
moſt Proper and infinitely Perfect Divine 
PERSONS: and We are Proper and Perfect 
Humane ones. 

I ſhall now raiſe but Three Obſervations 
from the General Matters here confider'd; 
and conclude with ſome [ferences from the 
Laſt of them 

The Firſt Obſervation is this. To teach 
there are THREE PERSONS in the GOD- 
HEAD, is no new or upſtart Doctrine. It is 
as old as Tertullian, who flouriſht in the 
Second Century, about the middle of it; 
and mentions them more than once in his 
Works. And as he was an early, ſo bating 
his harſh and rugged Stile, he was an emt- 
nent Writer. As famous for Learning mont 

xl | Us 6 oh 


| the HOLY TRINITY. 73 
„che Latives, as Origen was amongſt the 
7 Wl Greeks, in the Judgment || of Vincenting Lu- li Comme: 
rinenſcs. 

The Second is this. PERSONS 1 the 
TRINITY are more proper and allowable than 
Hypoſtaſes. For though Hypoſtaſi (it being 
— in Scripture, and ſpoken there of GOD 
the FATHER) may ſeem. to command the 
more reſpe&, and the better to recommend 
it felf to Uſe in this Cafe ; yet tis fo liable 
to Exception, that Perſon may be thought 
preferrable to it. 

By Cooper 1 in his Theſaurus, it is render'd Þ +Hypoita- 
Subſtance, or Subſiſtence. But here it will ſuite ow _ 
in neither of thoſe Significations. ve Subſi. 

iſt, Hypoſtaſis as it means Subſtance, ſuites ſtentia. 
not the PERSONS in the TRINIEY. 80 
we find by divers of the Learned. For tho 
they own tis us d in that ſenſe in Seripture; 
and in reference to GOD : yet they allow 
it not as relating to PERSONS in the DEI- 
Tr. And therefore the Fulgar Tranflation 
. interprets xoenlng 8 Ir ιαννν, Atyrg, by 

Figura Subſtantie ejus ; the Figure of 'Þis: 
» (the FATHER's) Subſtance, "Feb. 1. 3 3 
„not His PERSON. And the Council of A- 
lexandria under Athanaſtus, declares as || So- Ecel. 
e crates informs us, that St. Paul in that Paſſage it 1. ; 
3 laying down the ground of Doctrine, was con- 
rain d of neceſſity to uſe Hy poſtaſis there in 
5 I that Senſe. And in all likelihood from the 
- 
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Latin Church's Diſgaſt of that Greek Word 
"WW {poſtaſes, (as importing Three Subſtances in 
5 F 4 the 
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the GODHEAD, and fo bordering upon 

Tritbeiſin, or leading to it;) ſhe put Perſon, 

into its room. And as Eſtius reports, Per. 

ſor, in St. Auſtin's Time was become the 

common Signification of Hypoſtaſit, and was 

In sen- then grown into requeſt. Tempore Au- 

ten. . r. pa. guſtinĩ j am obtinuerat ut Hypoſtaſis apud Gre. 

cos, Perſonam, non Subſtantiam ſignificaret, 

2dly, As Hypoſtaſis, as it (ignifies Sb. 

\ ance, is improper and inconvenient to the 

TRINITY ; ſo as it denotes Subſiſtence, it 

is as unagreeable, For as in the firſt Senſe 

it reaches too far, ſo in the ſecond it falls 

too ſhort, And accordingly Criticks tell us, 

i Martin, that it ſtrictly and primarily ſignifies || Adun 

in Voca- quo aliquid U piga ſal, t he very Act whereby fome- 

obe thing ſubſiſts. And ſo when it expreſſes = 

UPI d, the thing ee 3 it does that 

more freuratively, or from Oſe, than from its 
natural Propriety. 

Here therfore I muſt fo far diſſent from 
the learned Cooper, as to note that Lexico- 
graphers, who are, or ſhould be the beſt Phi- 
lologers, do generally allow Hypoſtaſis in its 
Latitude to ſignify vpi54ptro rowe gy, 4 Per- 
fow. * 

So does Heſychius, as was obſerv'd in the 
Beginning of this Tract. And as we learn 
from Suidas, that Hypoſtaſes are ſo called, 

e ov TW (vow apa ] WuTHY Ti : 
as they ſtand under that Nature which is the 


Fountain of them ;, fo in him we find, that 
Tætgagig xa Tw Ex ,Lu , x, ATOGVA> 
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vv r N, 70 Ne go vor 4 Hypoſtaſis 
uccording to Eccleſiaſtical & Apoſtolick Tradi- 
tion, ir a Perſon. 

ſays, that Hypoſtaſis is, Subſtantia ſingul aris 


Subſtance, or a Perſon. 


of the ſame Judgment. For he makes Hy- 
poſtaſis to denote Subſeſtence, and the Sub- 
ſtent ; which is extant realy in Nature, in 
oppoſition to Exphaſes, a meer ſpecious Re- 


And i» + the TRINITY, he will have it fog- 


ble, the ſame as a Property, or a PERSON, 
and ſo is diſtinguiſht from Eſſence which is 
ommunicable, 

And laſtly, to brighten and ſtrengthen the 
foregoing Evidence which proves Hypoſtaſis 
ignifies 2 Perſon (which in conſent with 
he Authors cited, I here avow and ſtand up 
for:) I need but ſubjoin, that our Learned 
Tranſlators of the Bible render it ſo, in Heb. 
I, 3. And ſo ] pals to the 

Laſt Obſervation. As weighty an Article 
F revealed Religion as the HOLY TRINITY 
n UNITY 3s ; it has been very beldly oppos'd, 


Dr —_— ——_— 
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+ In Trinitate ſignificat Subſtantiam intelligentem incom- 
unicabilem, idem quad Is & Legge, atque ita di- 
linguitur ab gg1ia quæ eſt communicabilis. 

| and 


Martinius alſo is of that Mind. For he 
intelligens, ſeu Perſona a ſingle intelligent 


To him may be added Scapula, as being 


preſentation, or empty Exhibition of a thing. 


nfy a Subſtance intelligent and incommunica- 
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| Blaſphemous Hereticks. So we learn from the 
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and has ſuffer d many and rude Attacks nl Th 


firſt Canon of the Second General Council 
ſummon d by Theodoſius the Great, and held 
at Conftautinople. 

For there Macedonia Biſhop of that Ciy for th 
(who occaſiond the Calling of that Coun Wo =; 
eil) was condemn d. He would not allow Who 
the HOLY GHOST to be Conſubſtantial with ſomet 
the FATHER and the SON; but term'd Him the H 
vria]a N TTECSTION, 4 Creature, and of another Th 
Eſſence than the FATHER's + »Ti5'w , d Oalat 
Teo Gehen one made, ak quite different Ius, an 
ow the DIVINITY. For which he and HDIVI 
his | Followers were condemn'd as IIe: {meer 
ua qo, Enemies to the SPIRIT, or Figbirt Th 
againſt Him. And ſo all the Sni 2 owne 


were. LY S 
The ſame Council alſo anathematiz d - WOB 
ther Hereſies. and 9 


As that of Eunromins Biſhop of Oxim m 
He held with Arius, and counted = SON Jon of 
ves es, Chang eable, a Servant, and T2 eg 
5 I larele in all things be the FA Th 
THER. He ſaid alſo that GOD under-· Nin 4/ 
ſtood no more of His own Effence than we GOD 
do. 2 

That of Eudoxius Bi of Conſtantinople, Ito be 
who affirmed the 8 75 — be a) 
unTeutlzy 8 * Sola Cyov, to have fy 
20 manner of Likene Subſtance with the Kum, 
FATHER. d Siri Natur 


That 
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That of Sabellius Biſhop of Piolemai in 
pentapolis in Libya. Who would have the 
Hpoſtaſes in the GODHEAD to be avwengpiy, 
% oUlxuaw, 4 Concretion and Confuſion of one 
Subſtance and DIVINITY : and taught that 
for the TRINITY there was but & Tewww 
u reg, One PERSON of Three Names z 


Who ſometimes appear'd as the FATHER, 


ſometimes as the SON, and ſometimes as 
the HOLY GHOST. 


/ BGalatia. He fell into the Error of Sabelli- 


us, and P. Samoſatenus, denying our LORD's 
DIVINITY, and declaring Him to be but a 
meer Man; 

That of Photinus Biſhop of Sirmium. He 
owned not the TRINITY, taught the HO- 
LY SPIRIT made all things; aftirm'd the 
WORD was Tegp22ruc, prolatitions only, 


on of the Univerſe, & %yzv0 mnxarxa, as 
a mechanical Inſtrument. | 


That of Apollinarius Biſhop of Laodicea 


Jin Aria. He maintained that the SON of 


GOD took o@ue tyiluvxor, an animated Body 
from the Mother of GOD; Aﬀerted Him 
to be dy, void of Mind; and His Soul to 
be 2A0y01, without Reaſon, and that the DE 
VINITY was an vod, inſtead of a Mind to 
Him, and that He had but wiz gvow, one 
Nature eee! ts; 


Al 


en nn cine inn 


That of Marcellus Biſhop of Ancyra in 


and Yor mn Tegmype, 4 certain divine Com- 
and, ſerving under GOD to the Productiĩ- 
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All theſe fix Hereſiarchs and their peſtilent 


Doctrines were cenſur d and condemn'd with 


an Anathema, by the Second General Conn- 
cil denounc'd againſt their reſpective Diſc. 


ples, in the very Firſt Canon of it. Whene 


may be drawn theſe melancholy Inference, 
or Concluſions. 

. Firſt, The divineſt and moſt important 
Truths are liable to Cavils and Exceptions, Be 
they of never ſo ſublime a Nature they are 
not out of the reach of Controverſy. No 
Worth or Uſefulneſs can fence them againſt, 
or ſet them above Objections. Hereticks 
are as ill Vermin to higheſt Truths, asWorms 
can be to choiceſt Books : they boldly cor- 
rode, and baſely corrupt them. Not ſo 
much as the Doctrine of the Bleſſed TRI 


NT could eſcape their horrid Blaſphe- 


mies. Nay, what Article of the Chriſtian 
Faith has been more loaded with, or abuſed 
by them? | 
Secondly, Mem of great Learning, and thit 
in the Church make the biggeſt Figure, even 
Biſhops themſelves, may be Authors of unh- 
py Errors and Diſputes. The Wicked Opr 
nions here noted and condemn'd, and the 


many wretched Conteſts about them, were 
rais d and kept up by Perſons of that ſacred 


Function and Character. And was it not a fad 
and damping Prediction of St. Paul's, when 
he foretold the 4% Biſhops (whom be 
conven'd to Miletus, the Metropolis of that 
Provinee;,) that Spreaders of falſe Doan 

| al 


Here / 
prop 
ſtrenn 


done 
Mild! 


the HOLY TRINITY, 


and Promoters of Faction, ſhould ſpring up 
zmong themſelves 2 Of your own ſelves ſhall 
Mer ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things to draw a- 


WM nay diſciples aſter them, AFs 20. 30. And 


when the Church was not to be free from 
thoſe Evils; how can any promiſe Security 
to themſelves againſt the like ? | 0 

Thirdly, I the greateſt and beſt fall into 


Herefies, and ſtudy and ſtrive to deſend and 


propagate them ; they are to be prudently and 


ſtrenuouſiy opposd. And as this ought to be 


done with meek Zeal, ſo with anſwerable 
Mildneſs and ſweet Temper. And therefore the 
Apoſtle's Direction to Biſhop Timothy was, in 
Meekneſs to inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, 
2 Tim. 2.25. A calm, and gentle, and eaſy 
Method being the moſt probable and hope- 
ful way to reclaim and win Reſiſters of the 
Truth ; that amongſt Chriſtians muſt firſt 
be made uſe of. But if by kind and wiſe 
Meaſures they will not be wrought on, but 
rather grow more ſtiff and obſtinate; they 
muſt be dealt with at another Rate, and 
more ſeverely treated for their own Reduce- 
ment, and Warning to others. And for this 
we have not only the Pattern of the Primi- 
tive Church, which inflited Cenſures on 
ſuch as deſerved them: but alſo another Rule 
of the Apoſtle's ro go by in the Caſe. 4 
Man that is an Heretic, after the firſt and ſe+ 
cond Admonition reject, Tit. 3. 10. An au- 
thentick Warrant (and ſent to a Biſhop 
again) for due ſuppreſſing Heretical Pra- 
vity, 
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vity, and all notoriouſly guilty of I Age; 
Laſtly, Hererical Doftrines having been ti , 
rommon among ſt Chriſtians, and ſo very riff 

- in the Primitive Church; If we meet wil — 


tze like at any time, or ſee them prevail in am 
Perſons, we need not woncler or be ſurprix d i 
it. Only, let us do as it becomes Orthodox 
Profeſſors of Chriſt's Religion in ſuch Cir. 
cumſtances. That is; keep our ſelves free N 
from the pernicious Errots; watch and la. 
bour to diſcountenance and diſcourage them; 
and do what we can to check and kill them 
by all good Means; afid eſpecially by pray- 
ing heartily againſt them, and for our own 
Confirmation and unſhaken Eſtabliſhment in 
the Trath. 


Imighty and Everlaſting GOD ! Who bit Wo the 
given unto ns Thy Servants Grace by the Nor Por 
Confeſſion of a true Faith to acknowledge Ned. 

#he Glory of the Eternal TRINITY 
and in the Power of the Divine Mijeſly 
to Worſhip the ONITT; we beſeech Thee 
that Thou wouldſt keep us ſtedfaſt in this 
Faith, and evermore defend us from all 
. Adverſities: Who liveſt and reigneſt Three 
PERSONS, and One GOD, World 


without End. Amen, "De 
Gloria Soli DEO Triuni. EI. 


NS 


ERRATA. 
Age 3. line 16. after is inſert wr. P. 8. I. 3. & 4. read 
þ venerable. p. 30. 1. 15. for GOD 1. GOOD, P. 47.1. 10. 


: Foc offer it, inſert ſo. P. 59. I. 19. I. gives. 

rife | 

DU —” —————  — 
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"7 BOOK S Printed for, and ſold by H. and 

doxfl 6. Mortlock, at the Phoenix in St. Paul's 

Dit Church-Tard. | | 

9 A N Effay, towards ſhewing the Reaſonable- 
45 neſs of the Doctrine of the Trinity: or at 


aſt the great Reaſonableneſs of believing it. The 

rſt part being a Letter occcaſionally Written, 

ay- ** Warren, Rector of Warlington, to his 
n 


The Second Part of the Eſſay ſnew ing the Rea- 
onableneſs of the Doctrine of the Holy and Un- 
divided Trinity. Wherein the ever Bleſſed Tri- 
nity is plainly and briefly explicated according 
o the Scriptureand that Eſſay. And the Vitalities 
the Mor Perſons in it are farther Aſſerted and Maintain- 
{ve Ned. By the Author of the firſt Part. 

J. The Works of that moſt Learned and Eminent 
Prelate Edward Stillingflect, D. D. Late Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Worceſter, in 6 Volumes Folio, with his 
Lite. Price bound 5 J. 

His Life printed in 8v0. by it ſelf. Price 18. 6d. 
The beſt Exerciſe, with Prayers ſuitable to each 
Exerciſe: To which is added a Letter to a Perſon 
of Quality, concerning the Holy Lives of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians in 8v0. | 

Delight and Judgment, or the great Aſſize Re- 
preſented in a Diſcourſe concerning the great Day 
of Judgment, and its Power to Damp and Embit- 


ter ſenſual Delights, Sports and Recreations, in 
12 des. | | 4 


The 


* * 75 * e 
hes Gai of Prayer; or 6 to Devoti. 
> containing Prayers and Devorions for ſeve. 


"Occaſions, m-12 ves... 
The Fire of the Altar, or certain * Ba 
i the Soul into Holy Flames, Beſag 
at, and After the receiving the Bleſſed Sacrameyt 
of the Lord's Supper: with ſuitable: Prayers ay 
evotions. To which is prefixed as Dialogue bo 
twirt a Chriſtian and his dwn Conſcience concern: 
ing the true Nature of the Chriſtian Religion; 
all four by. Anthony Horneck, D. D. Late Preber: 
dary of Ve ftminſter, 12'ves. 
The Common- Prayer-Book, the Beſt Gm 
to the Altar, being a Preparatory Office; Col 
Tots out of the Liturgy of the Chyrch of Eg: 
land To which ire ptefixed perſuaſive Diſcont 
ſes to Prove Ye the he Dignity « 0 te Holy Sacrament, 
and the ne be of 135 ihe. it By 2 ROY 
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